
The American University in Cairo Press
Centennial Catalog

New Books 2019



Cover: See The American University in Cairo: 100 Years, 100 Stories, pages 4 and 5



It gives me great pleasure to join in marking the hundredth anniversary 
of the founding of our parent institution, the American University in 
Cairo, with the publication of this celebratory catalog of AUC Press 
books. Spanning two publication seasons, it features all titles published 
or forthcoming in 2019 and early 2020, not least The American Uni-
versity in Cairo: 100 Years, 100 Stories by Andrew Humphreys (page 4). 
This engaging and attractive volume is a fitting tribute to AUC’s legacy 
and a valuable documentation of the people, history, and events that 
have helped shape the university. 
 Suitably, this catalog also presents James Steele’s survey of the 
works and architectural philosophy of the principal architect of the 
Community Design Collaborative, the firm which led the design and 
construction of AUC’s New Cairo campus, Abdelhalim Ibrahim Abdel-
halim: An Architecture of Collective Memory (page 3). 
 Meanwhile Aidan Dodson builds on the success of Sethy I: King of 
Egypt, His Life and Afterlife (page 16) to bring us the next title in the AUC 
Press book series on key figures in ancient Egyptian history, Rameses 
III, King of Egypt, His Life and Afterlife (page 17). This year’s offerings of 
ancient Egypt titles also include Reg Clark’s Securing Eternity: Ancient 
Egyptian Tomb Security from Prehistory to the Pyramids (page 19), a 
study of the evolution of this aspect of tomb architecture over more 
than two millennia; and a wide-ranging collected volume on non-
royal elite autobiographical texts and inscriptions, Living Forever: 
Self-Presentation in Ancient Egypt (page 19), edited by Hussein Bassir.
 For a cohesive and beautifully written history of Egypt, Jason Thomp-
son’s A History of Egypt: From Earliest Times to the Present (page 33), 
now in its third edition, will soon be available in a new, smaller-sized 
paperback format. Elsewhere, Catherine Mayeur-Jaouen combines 
anthropological and historical approaches in her highly readable study 
of The Mulid of al-Sayyid al-Badawi of Tanta: Egypt’s Legendary Sufi 
Festival (page 29), while onetime celebrated Le Monde journalist Eric 
Rouleau, who died in 2015, gives his first-hand account of twenti-
eth-century Middle East history and politics in Truths and Lies in the 
Middle East: Memoirs of a Veteran Journalist, 1952–2012 (page 38).
 Among this year’s ethnographic studies, anthropologist Karin van 
Nieuwkerk presents a compelling life story of a male musician as he 
navigates a particular musical culture and economy, while situating his 
account within wider debates on gender and masculinity, in Manhood 
Is Not Easy: Egyptian Masculinities through the Life of Sayyid Henkish 
(page 40).  
 And alongside five new paperback editions of novels by Naguib 
Mahfouz (pages 35–37), new novels appear under our dedicated 
fiction imprint Hoopoe, with works from Morocco, Kuwait, Egypt, 
Lebanon, and Palestine, by Youssef Fadel, Bothayna Al-Essa, Ezzedine 
C. Fishere, George Yarak, and Naguib Mahfouz medal award winner, 
Huzama Habayeb (pages 6–9).  

Dr. Nigel Fletcher-Jones
nigel@aucegypt.edu

Letter from the Director
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272pp. Hbd. 350 illus. February 2020.  
978-977-416-924-3. LE800. $59.95. £39.95. 
World.

The pioneering Egyptian architect and teacher Ramses Wissa Wassef (1911–74) is best known 
for his founding in 1951 of the Ramses Wissa Wassef Art Center in Harraniya, a small village 
near the Giza Pyramids in Greater Cairo. The center, internationally acclaimed for its tapestries 
and sculptures, began partly as an art school for young villagers, reflecting Wissa Wassef’s aim of 
reviving traditional Egyptian architecture and crafts, and his belief in the innate creative power 
and potential of children.
 Less well known are Wissa Wassef’s prolific architectural output and his efforts and influ-
ence beyond the confines of the Harraniya center to promote artistic expression among Egyptian 
youth. This generously illustrated volume is the first comprehensive survey of Wissa Wassef’s 
architectural works, both extant and non-extant, shedding light on his legacy and significant 
engagement with vernacular and contemporary Egyptian architecture. Wissa Wassef renounced 
self-promotion and monetary reward in his work, placing human physical and psychological 
well-being at the center of his architectural philosophy. An astute observer and modest personal-
ity, he saw himself as part of the people and began experimenting with participatory design and 
people-centered architecture before they became popular. 
 The Architecture of Ramses Wissa Wassef reveals Wissa Wassef’s profuse architectural oeuvre, 
which spanned private villas and rural houses, as well as public buildings, such as churches, 
schools, and museums, highlighting his rich contribution to Egypt’s architectural heritage at a 
moment when that heritage is at risk of being lost.

The complete architectural works of the pioneering  
Egyptian architect and artist

Conchita Añorve-Tschirgi 
and Ehsan Abushadi 

Photographs by Nour El RefaiThe Architecture of Ramses Wissa Wassef

Conchita Añorve-Tschirgi is a licensed architect based in Mexico. 
She holds one MA in Islamic art and architecture and another 
in comparative and international education. She was formerly 
founder and curator of the Regional Architecture Collection at the 
Rare Books and Special Collections Library of the American Uni-
versity in Cairo, which houses Ramses Wissa Wassef’s archive.

Ehsan Abushadi is an architect specializing in heritage. She earned 
her BSc in architectural engineering from the American Univer-
sity in Cairo with minors in anthropology and Arab and Islamic 
civilizations. During her studies, she worked at the Regional 
Architecture Collection of the Rare Books and Special Collections 
Library of the American University in Cairo, which houses Ramses 
Wissa Wassef’s archive.

Architecture – Monograph
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202pp. Hbd. 207 color and b&w illus. 
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978-977-416-890-1. LE900. $69.95. £45. 
World.

Since 1945, the globalization of education and the professionalization of architects and engi-
neers, as well as the conceptualization and production of space, can be seen as a product of 
battles of legitimacy that were played out in the context of the Cold War and what came after. In 
this book James Steele provides an informative and compelling analysis of one of Egypt’s fore-
most contemporary architects, Abdelhalim Ibrahim Abdelhalim, and his work during a period 
of Egypt’s attempts at constructing an identity and cultural legitimacy within the post–Second 
World War world order. 
 Born in 1941 in the small town of Sornaga just south of Cairo, Abdelhalim received his 
architectural training in Egypt and the United States, and is the designer of over one hundred 
cultural, institutional, and rehabilitation projects, including the Cultural Park for Children in 
Cairo, the American University in Cairo campus in New Cairo, the Egyptian Embassy in Amman, 
and the Uthman Ibn Affan Mosque in Qatar. The first comprehensive study of the work and 
career of Abdelhalim and his office, the Community Design Collaborative (CDC), which he 
established in Cairo in 1978, Abdelhalim Ibrahim Abdelhalim: An Architecture of Collective 
Memory is inspired by Abdelhalim’s deep belief in the power of rituals as a guiding force behind 
various human behaviors and the spaces in which they are enacted and designed to play out. 
 Each chapter is consequently dedicated to one of these rituals and the ways in which some of 
Abdelhalim’s primary commissions have, at all levels of scale, revealed and expressed that ritual. 
In the sequence presented these are: the rituals of possession, reverence, order, the transmission 
of knowledge, procession, human institutions, geometry, light, the sense of place, materiality, 
and finally, the ritual of color.

A compelling and beautifully illustrated examination of the work
of one of Egypt’s foremost contemporary architects

James Steele
Abdelhalim Ibrahim Abdelhalim
An Architecture of Collective Memory

James Steele is professor in the School of Archi-
tecture, University of Southern California, where 
he has taught courses on the history and theory 
of architecture and on design. Prior to that he 
held a teaching position for ten years at the King 
Faisal (now Dammam) University near Dhahran 
in Saudi Arabia. He is the author of over fifty 
books, including An Architecture for People: The 
Complete Works of Hassan Fathy, Turkey: A Trav-
eller’s Historical and Architectural Guide, and 
Contemporary Japanese Architecture: Tracing 
the Next Generation.

Architecture – Monograph
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320pp. Hbd. 250 color and 50 b&w illlus. 
December 2019.  
978-977-416-884-0. LE650. $49.95. £40. 
World.

Also available in paperback:

352pp. 250 color and 50 b&w illus. 
December 2019.
978-977-416-888-8. LE400. $29.95. £30.
World.

In 2019, the American University in Cairo (AUC) celebrates its centenary. Founded on Tahrir 
Square, the university has been at the center of the intellectual, social, and cultural life of 
Cairo and Egypt for the last one hundred years, and is hailed as one of the leading academic 
institutions in the Middle East. AUC’s alumni have included diplomats, business leaders, 
statesmen and stateswomen, Pulitzer Prize–winning journalists, media personalities, filmmakers, 
revolutionaries, and even a queen. In that time, the university has experienced wars, revolutions, 
attempted nationalization, bombings, and, in recent times, a wholesale move to a new purpose-
built campus in the desert. Utilizing a rich array of photographs, documents, and objects, this 
book presents one hundred short stories about the life and legacy of this unique and remarkable 
institution.

A rich celebration of the American University in Cairo’s 
first one hundred years

Andrew Humphreys 
and Gadi Farfour

The American University in Cairo
100 Years, 100 Stories

AUC History – Centennial 

Andrew Humphreys’ relationship with AUC stretches back to the late 1980s when he was often to be 
found behind a newspaper around the Fountain Court on the Tahrir Campus. He collaborated with 
AUC professor John Rodenbeck on the series of SPARE maps of Islamic Cairo. In 1996, he was the 
co-founder and editor in chief of the Cairo Times. He is the author of National Geographic Traveler 
Egypt (AUC Press, 2009), Grand Hotels of Egypt in the Golden Age of Travel (AUC Press, 2012), and 
On the Nile in the Golden Age of Travel (AUC Press, 2015).

Gadi Farfour was born and raised in Alexandria. She studied print design at the London College of 
Printing, and has subsequently worked as a magazine and book designer for Lonely Planet, Virgin 
Books, the Time Out Group, and Dorling Kindersley. For AUC Press she has designed Grand Hotels of 
Egypt in the Golden Age of Travel (2012), On the Nile in the Golden Age of Travel (2015), and Classic 
Egyptian Movies (2018).
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Ruqayya was only thirteen when the Nakba came to her village in Palestine in 1948. The massa-
cre in Tantoura drove her from her home and from everything she had ever known. She had not 
left her village before, but would never return. Now an old woman, Ruqayya looks back on a 
long life in exile, one that has taken her to Syria, Lebanon, the Gulf, and given her children and 
grandchildren. Through her depth of experience and her indomitable spirit, we live her love of her 
land, her family, and her people, and we feel the repeated pain of loss and of diaspora.

A rich, sweeping novel of Palestine with the Nakba
at its heart, by an acclaimed author

Radwa Ashour (1946–2014) was a highly acclaimed Egyptian writer and scholar. She was the author 
of more than fifteen works of fiction, memoir, and criticism, including Granada (AUC Press, 2008) and 
Specters (AUC Press, 2010), and was a recipient of the Constantine Cavafy Prize for Literature and the 
prestigious Owais Prize for Fiction. 

Kay Heikkinen is a translator and academic who holds a PhD from Harvard University and is currently 
Ibn Rushd Lecturer of Arabic at the University of Chicago. Among other books, she translated Naguib 
Mahfouz’s In the Time of Love (AUC Press, 2010).

414pp. Pbk. Available.
978-977-416-900-7. LE250. $17.95. £11.99.
World.

Radwa Ashour
Translated by Kay HeikkinenThe Woman from Tantoura

Read this book. Then read it again, and then lend it to your friends, their friends, 
the bloke in the corner shop, his grandma and her poodle. They’ll all thank you 
for it."—Electronic Intifada‘‘

272pp. Pbk. October 2019.
978-977-416-930-4. LE250. $17.95. £10.99. 
World. 

Hawa is a child of the grinding hardship of a Palestinian refugee camp. She has had to survive the 
camp itself, as well as the humiliation and destruction of an abusive family life. But now, later in 
life, something most unexpected has happened: she has fallen in love. 
 Velvet unfolds over a day in Hawa’s life, as she makes plans for a new beginning that may take 
her out of the camp. She sifts back through her memories of the past: the stories of her family, 
her childhood, and her beloved mentor, who invited her into the glamorous world of the rich 
women of Amman.
 This is a novel of enormous power and great beauty. Rich in detail, it tells of the women of the 
camp, and the joy and relief that can be captured amid repression and sorrow.

A powerful story of hardship and hope for the women of a Palestinian refu-
gee camp; winner of the Naguib Mahfouz Medal for Literature

Huzama Habayeb
Translated by Kay HeikkinenVelvet

Huzama Habayeb is a Palestinian writer who was born and raised in Kuwait, where she started writing 
and publishing short stories, poetry, and journalistic pieces as a student. When the Gulf War erupted in 
1990, she fled to Jordan and established her reputation as a short-story writer. Her first novel, Root of 
Passion, was published in 2007 to wide critical acclaim. Velvet is her third novel.

Kay Heikkinen is a translator and academic who holds a PhD from Harvard University and is currently 
Ibn Rushd Lecturer of Arabic at the University of Chicago. Among other books, she has translated 
Naguib Mahfouz’s In the Time of Love and Radwa Ashour’s The Woman from Tantoura.

Habayeb is an original voice who brings vividly to life Palestinian camps with 
extraordinary beauty and lyricism.”—Tahia Abdel Nasser, the American 
University in Cairo‘‘

Fiction in Translation
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Tucked away in a rundown quarter, just out of sight of downtown Cairo, a group of intellectuals 
gather regularly to smoke hashish in Hakeem’s den. The den is the center of their lives, both a 
refuge and a stimulus, and at the center of the den is the remarkable man who keeps their hashish 
bowls topped up—Rowdy Salih.
 While his former life is a mystery to his loyal clientele of writers, painters, film directors, and 
even window dressers, each sees himself reflected in Salih; but without his humor, humility, or 
insight, or his occasional passions fueled by hootch. And when the nation has to face its own 
demons during the peace initiative of the 1970s, it is Rowdy Salih who speaks for them all.
 This is a comic novel with a broken heart, very like Salih himself, whose warm rough voice 
calls out long after we have recovered from the novel’s painful conclusion.

A comic novel from the award-winning author of The Lodging House

Khairy Shalaby (1938–2011) was born in Kafr al-Shaykh in Egypt’s Nile Delta. He wrote seventy 
books, including novels, short stories, historical tales, and critical studies. His novel The Lodging 
House was awarded the Naguib Mahfouz Medal for Literature in 2003, and was published in English 
translation by the AUC Press in 2006.

With a PhD from Oxford University, Adam Talib is currently an assistant professor at Durham Uni-
versity. He is an award-winning literary translator and has translated, among others, Mekkawi Said 
and Raja Alem. 

302pp. Pbk. October 2019.
978-977-416-935-9. LE250. $18.95. £10.99.
World.

Khairy Shalaby
Translated by Adam TalibThe Hashish Waiter

440pp. Pbk. December 2019.
978-977-416-937-3. LE250. $17.95. £11.99.
World. 

In 1980s Casablanca, Farah arrives from her small town life with big dreams: she wants to sing. 
She meets Outhman, but he longs to leave the city, to seek his fortune elsewhere. They fall in 
love, but trouble brews on the horizon. 
 A bitter struggle rages over construction of the monumental Hassan II Mosque—it will destroy 
their neighborhood but the government insist this is a necessary sacrifice for the good of Moroc-
co. The two young lovers find themselves caught up in events beyond their control, and in a 
world that seems to work against their happiness at every turn.
 A Shimmering Red Fish Swims with Me is a narrative tour de force: one of power plays and 
petty jealousies, deceit and corruption, written with masterful attention to detail.

The stunning final novel in Youssef Fadel’s modern Morocco series

Youssef Fadel 
Translated by Alexander E. ElinsonA Shimmering Red Fish Swims with Me

Award-winning Moroccan novelist and screenwriter Youssef Fadel was born in Casablanca in 
1949. During Morocco’s ‘Years of Lead’ he was imprisoned in the notorious Moulay Cherif prison 
(1974–75). A Shimmering Red Fish Swims with Me is his tenth novel, and the final part in his modern 
Morocco series. He lives in Casablanca, Morocco.

Alexander E. Elinson is an associate professor of Arabic at Hunter College of the City University of 
New York, and the translator of A Beautiful White Cat Walks with Me by Youssef Fadel.

[Fadel’s] books are full of hopeful, human interactions; through these, the reader 
is able to catch a glimpse of a better world.”—The New Yorker‘‘

The Hashish Waiter provides an entertaining read as well as a new-old lens on 
life in contemporary Egypt.”—Al Masry Al Youm English Edition‘‘

9
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In the shadows of great wealth, and among Cairo’s famous monuments, runs a world of street 
children. Mustafa, a former student radical who never really believed in the slogans, sets out to 
tell their story through a documentary he is making with his American girlfriend, Marcia.
 Alienated from a corrupt and corrupting society, Mustafa watches as the Cairo he cherishes 
crumbles around him. His former leftist comrades are now all either capitalists or Islamists, while 
his friends and acquaintances struggle to find lovers worthy of their love and causes worthy of 
their sacrifice, in a country that no longer deserves their loyalty. Meanwhile, the children of the 
streets wait for the city to take notice. 
 Cairo Swan Song weaves together a patchwork narrative of overlapping lives, dreams, and 
realities all centering on Cairo’s famous downtown neighborhood.

A carefully crafted novel that pulls together 
the overlapping lives of downtown Cairo

Mekkawi Said (1955–2017) was an award-winning writer from Cairo. His first collection of short stories 
appeared in 1981, and his first novel won the Suad Sabbah Arab Creativity Prize in 1991. Cairo Swan 
Song was shortlisted for the International Prize for Arabic Fiction (the “Arabic Booker”) in 2008.

With a PhD from Oxford University, Adam Talib is currently an assistant professor at Durham Univer-
sity. He is an award-winning literary translator and has translated, among others, Khairy Shalaby and 
Raja Alem.

324pp. Pbk. October 2019.
978-977-416-936-6. LE250. $18.95. £11.99.
World.

Mekkawi Said
Translated by Adam TalibCairo Swan Song

270pp. Pbk. Available.
978-977-416-908-3. LE250. $16.95. £10.99. 
World. 

Fatima loves poetry and wants to study French literature—both of which are anathema to her 
strict and conservative much older brother, Saqr. While living under his roof, Fatima’s hopes and 
dreams are scrutinized, mocked, and slowly crushed as she is forced into his narrow vision of 
the right path. 
 Then Fatima meets Isam, a poet like her; they email love letters to each other and meet in 
secret. Saqr, however, has other ideas: she is married off to Faris, a complete stranger. He is not 
the cruel tyrant her brother was, but still she did not choose him. 
 Will she escape her past to live the life of love and poetry she craves? 

A courageous young woman from the Gulf must overcome conservatism and 
oppression from her own family to live and love as she chooses

Bothayna Al-Essa
Translated by Michele HenjumAll That I Want to Forget

Bothayna Al-Essa is a bestselling and award-winning Kuwaiti author. She has published nine novels, as well 
as collections of essays, children’s books, and translations from English into Arabic. She lives in Kuwait.

Michele Henjum is a translator with an MA in comparative literature. She lives in Cairo. 

The writing is so personal and deep.”—The New Arab‘‘

Fiction in Translation
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Shortlisted for the International Prize for Arabic Fiction
Abir scrapes a living in a Beirut hospital morgue, stealing from both the bodies he tends and his 
bosses. But he has a dark history that continues to haunt him. Earlier in the civil war, he fled his 
village for Beirut and, lost in the big city, joined a political party to survive. When he is kidnapped 
from the hospital, he knows he has not escaped his past and the many crimes he witnessed. But 
what or who is still chasing him?
 George Yarak’s gripping mystery novel captures the tragi-comic disorder of war with a dark 
sense of irony.

A series of unfortunate events pulls one man into the heart
of the Lebanese civil war, a conflict whose secrets he cannot escape

George Yarak is a Lebanese novelist and journalist, born in 1958. He has worked as an editor and 
writer for several Lebanese newspapers, magazines and publishers, and his first novel, Night, was 
published in 2013. He lives in Beirut.

Raphael Cohen is a literary translator based in Cairo. 

276pp. Pbk. Available.
978-977-416-910-6. LE200. $17.95. £10.99.
World.

George Yarak
Translated by Raphael CohenGuard of the Dead

368pp. Pbk. December 2019.
978-977-416-931-1. LE250. $17.95. £9.99.
World. 

A lifetime ago, Fakhreddin had been a naive young lawyer, seeking to fight corruption from 
his modest quarter of Cairo. Then, a botched attempt on his life forced him to flee the country, 
propelling him on a wild journey that would take him to Afghanistan’s jihadi training camps.
 Just as crushed idealism morphs into a vicious cycle of violence and revenge, so Fakhreddin 
is transformed into a trained killer.
 But, at the very core of Fakhreddin’s bold, militant exploits are his broken dreams and his 
family, most of all his son Omar—who he left behind. 

A lawyer-turned-terrorist is catapulted on a mission that traverses Cairo,
Sudan, Paris, and Afghanistan in this revenge thriller deftly written

by a former Middle East political insider  

Ezzedine C. Fishere
Translated by Jonathan WrightThe Egyptian Assassin

Ezzedine C. Fishere is an acclaimed Egyptian writer, academic, and diplomat. He has written numer-
ous successful and bestselling novels, including Embrace on Brooklyn Bridge, and he also writes 
political articles for Arabic, English, and French news outlets. He currently teaches at Dartmouth 
College in the US, where he lives.

Translator of the winning novel in the Independent Foreign Fiction Prize and twice winner of the Saif 
Ghobash Banipal Prize for Arabic Literary Translation, Jonathan Wright was formerly the Reuters 
bureau chief in Cairo. He has translated Alaa Al Aswany, Youssef Ziedan, and Hassan Blasim. He 
lives in London, UK.

Ezzedine C. Fishere is a talented novelist. He has created vivid unforgettable 
characters who will live with us for years after reading the novel. This is a 
beautiful, well-written, and absolutely enjoyable novel.”—Alaa Al Aswany, 
author of The Yacoubian Building 

‘‘
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228pp. Pbk. 2,000 illus. October 2019.  
978-977-416-948-9. LE175. For sale only in Egypt.

With over 2,000 essential words and phrases, this stylish, pocket-sized Arabic pic-
ture dictionary from Berlitz’s trusted language experts makes communicating quick 
and easy. Packed with essential words you’ll need to communicate in everyday 
situations, its content is conveniently organized into twelve thematic units (Gener-
al Vocabulary, People, Home and Housekeeping, School, Work, Food and Drink, 
Travel and Leisure, Health, Sport, Nature, Shopping and Services, and Culture and 
Media). Each word is accompanied by a translation, a simple phonetic transcrip-
tion, and a color picture, allowing for swift communication and comprehension. 
It’s also ideal for first-time language-learners seeking to expand their vocabulary, 
and those wishing to refresh their knowledge, while the compact format makes 
this the perfect portable communication companion. It also includes an invaluable 
pronunciation guide and handy bilingual index.

The perfect compact illustrated guide to over 
2,000 essential Arabic words and phrases

AUC Press/Berlitz PublishingArabic Picture Dictionary

Arabic Dictionary
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180pp. Pbk. Spring 2020.  
978-977-416-909-0. LE450. $29.95. £25.
World.

Mastering the conjugation of Egyptian Colloquial Arabic (ECA) verbs is an essential part of the 
student’s learning process, and it is equally challenging for instructors to ensure that the student 
has internalized them correctly. Yalla! Let’s Learn Egyptian Colloquial Arabic Verbs is a practical 
tool to help both students and teachers of Arabic in the classroom. The book presents the three 
hundred most frequently used verbs in ECA, each one categorized according to ECA verb 
patterns, which are based on those used in Modern Standard Arabic.
 The verbs are fully conjugated in the present/imperfect and past/perfect tenses in the affirmative 
and the negative, each entry also listing imperatives and active participles. This resource focuses 
on pronunciation, rather than reading or writing, in order to help students gain fluency in spoken 
Egyptian Arabic. To this end, each verb in the book is spelled phonetically.

An indispensable reference book of Egyptian Colloquial Arabic verbs for 
students and teachers

Dina El Dik and Emad Iskander
Yalla! 
Let’s Learn Egyptian Colloquial Arabic Verbs

Dina El Dik holds an MA in Teaching Arabic as a Foreign Language (TAFL) and has taught Arabic in the 
Center for Arabic Study Abroad (CASA) and the Arabic Language Institute (ALI) of the American Univer-
sity in Cairo (AUC) since 2004.

Emad Iskander holds an MA in Teaching Arabic as a Foreign Language (TAFL) and has taught Arabic 
in the Center for Arabic Study Abroad (CASA) of the American University in Cairo (AUC) and at the 
Netherlands–Flemish Institute in Cairo. 

Arabic Language Learning

240pp. Pbk. 20 b&w illus. Spring 2020.
978-977-416-905-2. LE300. $24.95. £22.50 
World.

Songs are a great way to learn a language, and popular songs can reveal much about the culture 
and traditions of a country where the language is spoken. 20 Egyptian Songs to Learn and Sing 
brings together twenty songs performed by popular Egyptian singers, from iconic twentieth-
century diva Umm Kulthum to present-day singing sensation Amr Diab. Following on the 
success of Kilma Hilwa: Egyptian Arabic through Popular Songs: Intermediate Level and Musiqa 
al-Kalimat: Modern Standard Arabic through Popular Songs: Intermediate to Advanced (AUC 
Press, 2015 and 2017), Bahaa Ed-Din Ossama and Tessa Grafen build a lively variety of language 
lessons around each song, accompanying them with notes on vocabulary, grammar and usage, 
and exercises. Aimed at beginner learners of Egyptian Colloquial Arabic and fans of Arab popular 
music, 20 Egyptian Songs to Learn and Sing is a motivational and highly enjoyable approach to 
learning Egyptian Arabic.
 Suitable for use in the classroom or for self-study. Includes songs by: Dina El Wedidi, Amr 
Diab, Sayed Darwish, Shadia, Mohamed Monir, Umm Kulthum, Suad Hosni, Nancy Agram, 
Dalida, and Rema Kheshesh

Learning Egyptian Colloquial Arabic the fun way, through popular song

Bahaa Ed-Din Ossama and Tessa Grafen
Illustrated by Ahmed Okasha

20 Egyptian Songs to Learn and Sing
An Easy Way to Learn Egyptian Colloquial Arabic

Bahaa Ed-Din Ossama teaches Arabic to foreign learners in Cairo. He has a BA 
degree in Greek and Latin from Cairo University, and has translated works by 
Ovid from the Latin to Arabic. He also teaches Arabic as a second language in 
the Faculty of Education, Ain Shams University, Cairo. He is the author of Kilma 
Hilwa: Egyptian Arabic through Popular Songs: Intermediate Level and Musiqa 
al-Kalimat: Modern Standard Arabic through Popular Songs: Intermediate to 
Advanced (AUC Press, 2015 and 2017).

Tessa Grafen is a linguistic consultant currently based in London. She has a 
master’s degree in Arabic and Persian from Edinburgh University and has lived 
and worked in Cairo and Casablanca.
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240pp. Pbk. Spring 2020.
978-977-416-923-6. LE450. $29.95. £27.95.
World.

This easy-to-use beginner’s level guide to Egyptian Colloquial Arabic (ECA) grammar is the ideal 
supplement for students of ECA as a foreign language. Keda Mazbuut is divided into twenty-five 
lessons, each devoted to a key grammatical rule, with examples to illustrate usage followed by 
a variety of exercises. Drawing on twenty-five years of experience as a full-time teacher of Ara-
bic, Mona Hassan has organized the lesson topics to gradually progress in difficulty, from basic 
nominal sentences to more complex grammatical structures, such as the imperative and condi-
tional sentences. All rules are explained in straightforward English, while words and phrases are 
provided in both Arabic script and transcribed Arabic, accompanied by audio files to facilitate 
students’ ECA pronunciation. With its clear, user-friendly structure, Keda Mazbuut is designed to 
encourage students to work through grammatical rules at home, allowing them to devote more 
class time to the speaking activities that reinforce those rules. 

An essential grammar reference for beginner learners
of Egyptian Colloquial Arabic

Mona Kamel Hassan
Keda Mazbuut
A Grammar Book of Egyptian Arabic with Exercises

Mona Kamel Hassan is currently a senior Arabic language instructor in the Department of Arabic 
Language Instruction (ALI) at the AUC, where she has taught Arabic as a Foreign Language (AFL) since 
1994. She has been teaching AFL since 1990. She is co-author of Roving Eye: Head to Toe in Egyptian 
Arabic Expressions (AUC Press, 2014).

Arabic Language Learning

240pp. Pbk. Spring 2020.
978-977-416-882-6. LE600. $45. £35.
 World.

Advanced Arabic through Discussion is a classroom-tested Advanced Arabic course. It uses 
an inquiry-based approach to challenge advanced learners of Arabic by engaging them in 
thought-provoking discussions about social, ethical, and legal issues related to advertising, cen-
sorship, dress-codes, environment, rap music, extreme sports, GMOs, and other topics. 
 Drawing on her long experience as an Arabic instructor, Nevenka Korica Sullivan has organ-
ized the book into sixteen chapters, each accompanied by audio recordings of all reading and 
listening texts. While exploring each issue, learners are guided to expand their vocabulary, 
acquire complex structures, and discover the systematic relationships between language form, 
function, and meaning. The course is designed to create a lively, student-centered classroom 
where interaction is both the goal and the means of language study; it also can be successfully 
used with a tutor or for independent study. 

A creative approach to Arabic language learning through 
lively topical discussion

Nevenka Korica Sullivan

Advanced Arabic through Discussion
16 Lessons on Contemporary Topics with Integrated Skills
and Fluency-building Activities for MSA Learners

Nevenka Korica Sullivan teaches Arabic at Harvard University. She previously taught at the American 
University in Cairo and in Middlebury’s summer program, specializing in teaching the advanced-level 
learners. She is the co-author of Media Arabic: A Coursebook for Reading Arabic News (Revised and 
Updated Edition, AUC Press, 2014), and Umm al-Dunya: Advanced Egyptian Colloquial Arabic (AUC 
Press, 2012).
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From the dawn of history to the death of Cleopatra, ancient Egypt was home to larger-than-life 
personalities. Across the lives of one hundred men and women, Toby Wilkinson explores the true 
character and diversity of human experience in the ancient world’s greatest civilization. Some 
of those profiled are famous: pharaohs and queens such as Akhenaten, Nefertiti, Ramesses II 
and Tiye. Others are lesser known but equally engaging: Imhotep, architect of the first pyramid; 
Perniankhu, the court dwarf; and the royal sculptor Bak. Equally illuminating are the lives of 
commoners, so rarely given their own voice: ordinary men and women who include a doctor, 
a dentist, a housewife, a musician—and a serial criminal. Lavishly illustrated with spectacular 
works of art and scenes of daily life, Lives of the Ancient Egyptians offers unique and remarkable 
insights into the history and culture of the Nile Valley, treating the reader to very personal 
glimpses of a vanished world, and a fresh perspective on a bewitching civilization.

Ancient Egypt, from the dawn of history to the death of Cleopatra, through 
the lives of one hundred men and women

Toby WilkinsonLives of the Ancient Egyptians

Toby Wilkinson is a Bye-Fellow of Clare College, 
Cambridge. Hailed by the Daily Telegraph as 
“the foremost Egyptologist of his time,” he is the 
author of several books on the history and cul-
ture of Egypt, including Genesis of the Pharaohs 
(2003),The Rise and Fall of Ancient Egypt (2011), 
and, with Julian Platt, Aristocrats and Archaeolo-
gists (AUC Press, 2017).

Ancient Egypt
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The ancient Egyptians were firmly convinced of the importance of magic, which was both a 
source of supernatural wisdom and a means of affecting one’s own fate. The gods themselves 
used it for creating the world, granting mankind magical powers as an aid to the struggle for 
existence. Magic formed a link between human beings, gods, and the dead. Magicians were 
the indispensable guardians of the god-given cosmic order, learned scholars who were always 
searching for the Magic Book of Thoth, which could explain the wonders of nature.
 Egyptian Magic, illustrated with wonderful and mysterious objects from European museum 
collections, describes how Egyptian sorcerers used their craft to protect the weakest members of 
society, to support the gods in their fight against evil, and to imbue the dead with immortality, 
and explores the arcane systems and traditions of the occult that governed this well-organized 
universe of ancient Egypt. 

A beautifully illustrated examination of ancient Egyptian magic, sorcery, 
superstitious beliefs, and the occult

Maarten J. Raven is curator of the Egyptian Department of the National Museum of Antiquities in 
Leiden (the Netherlands). He has organized numerous exhibitions on pharaonic culture.
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Maarten J. Raven
Egyptian Magic
The Quest for Thoth’s Book of Secrets

56pp. Pbk. Available.
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While all their friends are away on exciting summer holidays, the Binkerton twins, Emma and 
Josh, are stuck at home with their little sister, Libby—until they stumble into a grimy travel agency 
where the mysterious Julian T. Pettigrew gives them an old travel guide. As Josh opens the book, 
there is a terrible, wonderful flash, and the Binkertons find that they’ve traveled back in time—to 
ancient Egypt!
 What follows is a thrilling and action-packed journey filled with kid-eating crocodiles, tomb 
robbers, and some very angry guards. The only way back to the present is to read every word of 
Pettigrew’s fact-filled guidebook. Will the Binkertons ever make it home?
 Through a delightful blend of fact and fiction, this fast-paced graphic novel takes children on 
a whirlwind tour of an ancient civilization.
 For younger readers.

A thrilling tale of kid-eating crocodiles, tomb robbers, 
and temples in ancient Egypt

Linda  Bailey
Illustrated by Bill SlavinHot on the Trail in Ancient Egypt

Linda Bailey is an award-winning author of many books for children, including Goodnight Sweet Pig, 
Stanley’s Party, the Stevie Diamond Mystery series, and the Good Times Travel Agency series. She lives 
in Vancouver, British Columbia.

Award-winning illustrator Bill Slavin has created the artwork for more than 100 children’s books, 
including Trash Revolution: Breaking the Waste Cycle and the Stanley series. He lives in Millbrook, 
Ontario.

Beautiful pictures and illustrations give depth to the written research presented.”
—2013 University Press Books for Public and Secondary School Libraries‘‘

Ancient Egypt
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In 1798, the young French general, Napoleon Bonaparte, entered Egypt with an army and a 
brigade of savants, scientists, anthropologists, and historians. His aim was not just conquest on 
the banks of the Nile but the rediscovery of the ancient world after centuries of Ottoman rule. At 
the heart of this quest was a stone that was discovered in the small town of Rosetta in the Nile 
Delta that would offer the key to unlock the mysteries of ancient Egypt. It contained wording in 
Greek, hieroglyphs, and demotic Egyptian. It was the prize that Napoleon had dreamed of, but 
in a series of adventures the stone came into English hands. 
 Discovery at Rosetta tells the full story of how the English won the battle to claim the Stone and 
how it was then shipped to England. The book also tells the story of the extraordinary characters 
involved in the race between Thomas Young and Jean-François Champollion to decipher the 
Stone’s code.

The first full account of the English acquisition of the Rosetta Stone in 1801

Jonathan Downs
Discovery at Rosetta
Revealing Ancient Egypt

Jonathan Downs is author of The Industrial Rev-
olution, Britain 1770–1810 (2010) and co-author 
of Sea-Soldier: The Letters and Journals of Maj T. 
M. Wybourn, RM, 1797–1813 (2000). He edits 
Classic Arms, a specialist collectors’ and military 
history journal, and has written a number of arti-
cles in periodicals, including History Today. He 
blogs at www.jdownsrosetta.wordpress.com.

The Rosetta Stone
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King Sethy I (also transcribed as Seti, Sethi, and Sethos) ruled for around a decade in the early 
thirteenth century bc. His lifetime coincided with a critical point in Egyptian history, following 
the ill-starred religious revolution of Akhenaten, and heralding the last phase of Egypt’s imperial 
splendor. As the second scion of a wholly new royal family, his reign did much to set the agenda 
for the coming decades, both at home and abroad. Sethy was also a great builder, apparently 
with exquisite artistic taste, to judge from the unique quality of the decoration of his celebrated 
monuments at Abydos and Thebes. This richly illustrated book tells the story of Sethy’s career and 
monuments, not only in his own era, but also in more recent times, and the impact of his legacy 
on today’s understanding and appreciation of ancient Egypt.

The first comprehensive treatment of one of Egypt’s most iconic pharaohs

Aidan Dodson
Sethy I, King of Egypt
His Life and Afterlife

Aidan Dodson is Hon. Professor of Egyptology 
in the Department of Anthropology and Archae-
ology at the University of Bristol, UK. Awarded 
his PhD by the University of Cambridge, he was 
elected a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of 
London in 2003. He is the author of over twenty 
books, most recently a new edition of Amarna 
Sunset (AUC Press, 2018) and Rameses III, King 
of Egypt (AUC Press, 2019).

Great Pharaohs



19

176pp. Hbd. 130 illus. November 2019.
978-977-416-940-3. LE500. $35. £29.95.
World.

Rameses III—often dubbed the “last great pharaoh”—lived and ruled during the first half of the 
twelfth century bc, a tumultuous time that saw the almost complete overthrow of established 
order in the eastern Mediterranean, and among Rameses’s achievements was the preservation 
of Egypt as a nation-state in the face of external assault. However, his reign also saw economic 
challenges, and increasing dissatisfaction, which culminated in the king’s own assassination. 
 This richly illustrated book is the latest in a series that aims to provide accounts of key figures 
in ancient Egyptian history that covers not only their life-stories but also their rediscovery and 
reception in modern times. Accordingly, it follows the king from his birth to his resurrection 
through modern research, describing the key events of the reign, his major monuments, and the 
people and events that led to these becoming once again known to the world.

The life and legacy of Rameses III in a turbulent period of Egyptian history

Aidan Dodson
Rameses III, King of Egypt
His Life and Afterlife

Great Pharaohs
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Fig. 19. The First Court at Karnak, showing the bark temple of Rameses III, flanked by the Bubastite Portal and colonnade, both constructed by Shoshenq I.

Fig. 20. The west side of the peristyle court of Rameses III’s bark temple.

Ramses the Builder 21

of Amun, and the western half of the Festival of Min. The hypostyle has the king offering to various deities, while the chapels focus on the king before the respective barks (fig. 21). The exterior of the building is mainly concerned with offerings to the gods, with the exception of one tableau, at the northern end of the western wall, which concerns the king’s victory over Syrian and Libyan enemies (cf. page ***, below).One hundred twenty meters to the south of the bark temple is the House-of-Rameses-heqaon-in-the-House-of-Khonsu (fig. 22).35 Although laid out under Rameses III, only three subsidiary rooms of the innermost part seem to have been decorated during his lifetime (fig. 23). The rest of the rear section was adorned under Rameses IV, with the hypostyle hall not decorated until late in the reign of Rameses XI, and the peristyle court and pylon not until the beginning of the Twenty-first Dynasty, by Herihor and Panedjem I, respectively. The exterior of the temple did not receive decoration until the Thirtieth and Ptolemaic dynasties. The temple made extensive use of blocks taken from other monuments, at least some coming from the memorial temple 

Fig. 21. Rameses III offering to the bark of Amun, in the central shrine of his bark temple.

Also by Aidan Dodson:
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During the half-millennium from the eleventh through the sixth century bc, the power and the 
glory of the imperial pharaohs of the New Kingdom crumbled in the face of internal crises and 
external pressures, ultimately reversed by invaders from Nubia and consolidated by natives of the 
Nile Delta following a series of Assyrian invasions.
 Much of this era remains obscure, with little consensus among Egyptologists. Against this 
background, Aidan Dodson reconsiders the evidence and proposes a number of new solutions 
to the problems of the period. He also considers the era’s art, architecture, and archaeology, 
including the royal tombs of Tanis, one of which yielded the intact burials of no fewer than five 
pharaohs. Afterglow of Empire is extensively illustrated with images of this material, much of 
which is little known to non-specialists.
 By the author of the bestselling Amarna Sunset and Poisoned Legacy.

A valuable study of a little-known and turbulent period of Egyptian history, 
now in revised paperback

Aidan Dodson
Afterglow of Empire
Egypt from the Fall of the New Kingdom to the Saite Renaissance (Revised Edition)

Aidan Dodson is Hon. Professor of Egyptology in the Department of Anthropology and Archaeology at 
the University of Bristol, UK. Awarded his PhD by the University of Cambridge, he was elected a Fellow 
of the Society of Antiquaries of London in 2003. He is the author of over twenty books, most recently a 
new edition of Amarna Sunset (AUC Press, 2018) and Sethy I, King of Egypt (AUC Press, 2019).

Egyptology
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Located some one hundred kilometers southwest of Cairo, the Fayum region has long been 
regarded as unique, often described in terms that conjure up images of an idealized Garden of 
Eden. In The Fayum Landscape Claire Malleson takes a novel approach to the study of the region 
by exploring the ways in which people have, through millennia, perceived and engaged with the 
Fayum landscape.
 Distinguishing between the experienced landscape of state and bureaucratic record and the 
imagined landscape of myth, meaning, and observers’ personal influences and expectations, 
Malleson questions in detail where those perceptions come from. She traces religious practices, 
follows the tracks of myths and traditions, and investigates the roots of stories found in texts from 
the pharaonic, classical, and Medieval Islamic periods. She also reviews many, more recent 
travel writings on the region from the seventeenth to the nineteenth centuries. The work of each 
author is presented in its historical and cultural context, and Malleson integrates what is known 
about ancient activities in the Fayum, based on the archaeological evidence from the many 
monuments and ancient settlements that exist in the region. 
 Scholars and students of archaeology and landscape studies as well as general readers inter-
ested in Egypt’s history and archaeology will find this book highly engaging and enlightening.

A fascinating survey of changing perceptions of the Fayum landscape from 
7500 bc to the early twentieth century

Claire J. Malleson
The Fayum Landscape
Ten Thousand Years of Archaeology, Texts, and Traditions in Egypt

Claire Malleson is an archaeologist specializing in the study of ancient plants and their relevance to 
Egyptian civilization. She completed her PhD in Archaeology (Egyptology) at the University of Liverpool 
and has a special interest in the history of the Fayum and its landscape.
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The ancient Egyptian tomb evolved rapidly over a period of about 2,500 years, from a simple 
backfilled pit to an enormous stone pyramid with complex security arrangements. Much of this 
development was arguably driven by the ever-present threat of tomb robbery, which compelled 
tomb builders to introduce special architectural measures to prevent it. However, until now most 
scholarly Egyptological discussions of tomb security have tended to be brief and usually included 
only as part of a larger work, the topic instead being the subject of lurid speculation and fantasy 
in novels, the popular press, and cinema.
 In Securing Eternity, Reg Clark traces in detail the development of the Egyptian royal and pri-
vate tombs from the Predynastic Period to the early Fourth Dynasty. In doing so, he demonstrates 
that many of the familiar architectural elements of the Egyptian tomb that we take for granted 
today in fact originated from security features to protect the tomb, rather than from monumental 
or religious considerations. Richly illustrated with more than 150 photographs and tomb plans, 
this unique study will be of interest to students, specialists, and general readers alike.

A unique study of the evolution of architectural techniques
 to prevent tomb robbery in ancient Egypt

Reg Clark
Securing Eternity
Ancient Egyptian Tomb Protection from Prehistory to the Pyramids

Reg Clark initially trained as a graphic designer at the West Surrey College of Art and Design before 
studying Egyptian Archaeology at Swansea University, where he received his BA in 2008, and his 
PhD in 2014.

Self-presentation is the oldest and most common component of ancient Egyptian high culture. 
It arose in the context of private tomb records, where the character and role of an individual—
invariably a well-to-do non-royal elite official or administrator—were presented purposefully: 
published by inscription and image, to a contemporary audience and to posterity. 
 Living Forever: Self-Presentation in Ancient Egypt looks at how and why non-royal elites in 
ancient Egypt represented themselves, through language and art, on monuments, tombs, stelae, 
and statues, and in literary texts, from the Early Dynastic Period to the Thirtieth Dynasty. Bringing 
together essays by international Egyptologists and archaeologists from a range of backgrounds, 
the chapters in this volume offer fresh insight into the form, content, and purpose of ancient 
Egyptian presentations of the self. Applying different approaches and disciplines, they explore 
how these self-representations, which encapsulated a discourse with gods and men alike, yield 
rich historical and sociological information, provide examples of ancient rhetorical devices and 
repertoire, and shed light on notions of the self and collective memory in ancient Egypt.

An interdisciplinary study of ancient Egyptian expressions of the self

Hussein Bassir, with a PhD in Egyptology and Near Eastern archaeology from Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity, is director of the Antiquities Museum and Zahi Hawass Center of Egyptology, Bibliotheca 
Alexandrina. He is the author of Image and Voice in Saite Egypt (2014).
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Edited by Hussein Bassir
Living Forever
Self-Presentation in Ancient Egypt

Egyptology
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They are among the most famous and compelling photographs ever made in archaeology: 
Howard Carter kneeling before the burial shrines of Tutankhamun; life-size statues of the boy 
king on guard beside a doorway, tantalizingly sealed, in his tomb; or a solid gold coffin still 
draped with flowers cut more than 3,300 years ago. Yet until now, no study has explored the ways 
in which photography helped mythologize the tomb of Tutankhamun, nor the role photography 
played in shaping archaeological methods and interpretations, both in and beyond the field.
 This book undertakes the first critical analysis of the photographic archive formed during the 
ten-year clearance of the tomb, and in doing so explores the interface between photography and 
archaeology at a pivotal time for both. Photographing Tutankhamun foregrounds photography as 
a material, technical, and social process in early twentieth-century archaeology, in order to ques-
tion how the photograph made and remade ‘ancient Egypt’ in the waning age of colonial rule.

The first critical analysis of the photographic archive formed
during the ten-year clearance of the tomb

Christina Riggs is a historian of archaeology, photography, and ancient Egyptian art. She is professor 
of the history of art and archaeology at the University of East Anglia and a fellow of All Souls College, 
Oxford University. Her books include Unwrapping Ancient Egypt and Ancient Egyptian Art and Archi-
tecture: A Very Short Introduction.
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Christina Riggs
Photographing Tutankhamun
Archaeology, Ancient Egypt, and the Archive

One of the most compelling and controversial figures in history, Akhenaten has captured the 
imagination like no other Egyptian pharaoh besides Tutankhamun. Known today as a heretic, 
Akhenaten sought to impose upon Egypt and its people the worship of a single god—the sun—
and in so doing radically transformed the country. In this immensely readable reevaluation, 
Nicholas Reeves offers an entirely new perspective on the turbulent events of Akhenaten’s reign. 
His narrative provides fresh insight into questions that have baffled scholars for generations—the 
puzzle of the body in Tomb 55 in the Valley of the Kings; the fate of Nefertiti, Akhenaten’s beautiful 
wife; the identity of their mysterious successor, Smenkhkare; and the theory that Tutankhamun, 
Akhenaten’s son and true heir, was murdered. Reeves gives us a revolutionary interpretation of a 
revolutionary king, and an apocalyptic vision of a time through which few would have wished 
to live.

A revolutionary interpretation of a revolutionary king

Nicholas Reeves is a renowned Egyptologist and one of the world’s leading experts on ancient Egypt. 
Over the last thirty-five years he has curated Egyptian collections at the British Museum and the Met-
ropolitan Museum of Art, New York, among others, and organized several major exhibitions. From 
1998 to 2002, he was director of the Amarna Royal Tombs Project in Egypt’s Valley of the Kings.
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Nicholas Reeves
Akhenaten
Egypt’s False Prophet
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More ink has probably been spilled on Akhenaten and his times (‘the Amarna Period’) than any 
other figure from ancient Egypt, with a vast range of interpretations and theories that can leave the 
uninitiated utterly bewildered. Against this background, Akhenaten: A Historian’s View examines 
what scholars have said over the years regarding key aspects of the period, to produce a ‘history 
of histories,’ exploring exactly how various chains of arguments were arrived at—and how houses 
of cards thus erected have subsequently come tumbling down. In particular, it teases out ideas 
based on solid documentation from those based on theory and fancy, and tracks ways in which 
new evidence became available, how it was interpreted, and how it fed—or didn’t—into the big 
picture. This book thus fills a major gap in the literature of the Amarna Period and also contributes 
to the wider, and much neglected, field of the historiography of ancient Egypt.

A groundbreaking historiography of the reign of Akhenaten

Ronald T. Ridley
Akhenaten
A Historian’s View

Ronald T. Ridley is professor emeritus at the School of Historical Studies, University of Melbourne. 
He is the author of twenty books and over one hundred articles. His main interest is the history of the 
ancient world, particularly Egypt and Rome.

The AUC History of Ancient Egypt Series

This book explores the long-term trends in the development of what was the first complex civili-
zation in history, the Old Kingdom of Egypt (c. 2650–2200 bc), the period that saw the construc-
tion of eternal monuments such as Djoser’s Step Pyramid complex in Saqqara, the pyramids of 
the great Fourth Dynasty kings in Giza, and spectacular tombs of high officials throughout Egypt. 
The present study aims to show that the historical trajectory of the period was marked by specific 
processes that characterize most of the world’s civilizations: the role of the ruling elite, the growth 
of bureaucracy, the proliferation of interest groups, and adaptation to climate change, to name but 
a few—and the way that these processes held the germ of ultimate collapse. The case is made that 
the rise and fall of the Old Kingdom state is of relevance to the study of the anatomy of develop-
ment of any complex civilization

An examination of the development of the complex civilization of Egypt’s Old 
Kingdom and its collapse

Miroslav Bárta specializes in the archaeology of third millennium BC Egypt and is also interested in the 
comparative study of civilizations. He leads multidisciplinary projects in Abusir and Usli (Sudan) and 
has pioneered satellite imaging on the pyramid fields. His research includes tomb development, the 
nature of change in history, and human adaptations to changing environments.
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Miroslav Bárta
Analyzing Collapse
The Rise and Fall of the Old Kingdom
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In this superbly illustrated volume, distinguished Egyptologist Zahi Hawass guides readers 
through the architectural landscape of pharaonic Egypt, from the houses and palaces of the living 
to the temples of the gods to the tombs of the dead.
 Hundreds of color photographs and a compelling text unveil the mysteries of ancient Egypt 
as unearthed through major excavations, revealing fresh insight into how the ancient Egyptians 
lived, how they prepared for death, and how they perceived their own place within the universe. 
The Great Book of Ancient Egypt takes readers on a tour of the most important sites of ancient 
Egypt from the Pyramids of Giza to the Valley of the Kings to Abu Simbel. It recounts the history 
of the most famous kings and queens and sheds light on the everyday lives of the people.
 Hawass shares details of his personal archaeological adventures and reveals his own sense of 
awe of the magic and mystery of the pharaohs. Through his narrative, accompanied by a wealth 
of outstanding photographs, readers will learn little-known facts about the lives of the people 
and royalty of ancient Egypt. 

Fresh insights into the lives of the ancient Egyptians

Zahi Hawass is one of the world’s best known Egyptologists, former Egyptian minister of state for 
antiquities, and National Geographic Explorer-in-Residence. He is the author of many books on ancient 
Egypt, including (with Sahar Saleem) Scanning the Pharaohs: CT Imaging of the New Kingdom Royal 
Mummies (AUC Press, 2016).
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Zahi Hawass
The Great Book of Ancient Egypt
In the Realm of the Pharaohs
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Few cultures have left behind as many immediately recognizable objects and buildings as 
ancient Egypt. The Great Pyramid and Sphinx, the Valley of the Kings, the ‘Colossi of Memnon,’ 
the plaster bust of Nefertiti, the gold mask of Tutankhamun, the rock-cut temples at Abu Sim-
bel, and the Rosetta Stone are all immediately recognizable. The exceptional beauty of ancient 
Egypt’s temples, tombs, and objects draw millions of people each year to Egypt and to museums 
around the world.
 Treasures of Ancient Egypt tells the tale of many of these familiar places and riches—along-
side many that are less familiar, but just as spectacular—framed by a lively and highly readable 
account of Egypt’s history from around 3000 bc to the death of Queen Cleopatra in 30 bc. Over 
150 color photographs, including never-before-published images, complete this fascinating 
exploration of ancient Egypt’s unique culture and its contribution to world history and art.

A lively and highly readable account of Egypt’s history from around 3000 bc 
to the death of Cleopatra in 30 bc

Nigel Fletcher-Jones
Treasures of Ancient Egypt
Artefacts, Tombs, and Temples from the Land of the Pharaohs

Nigel Fletcher-Jones, with a PhD in archaeological anthropology from Durham University, UK, has 
been director of the American University in Cairo Press since 2012. He is the author of Abu Simbel and 
the Nubian Temples (AUC Press, 2019) and blogs at imagesofcenturies.com.

Popular Egyptian History



25

Illustrated Egyptian History
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Pharaonic Egypt sheds light on the principal events, cultural and social processes, and religious 
beliefs that influenced and shaped the development and flowering of a civilization on the Nile 
that lasted for thousands of years. 
 Beginning with the first Neolithic cultures that settled along the banks of the Nile, this volume 
explores the era that saw the founding of the Predynastic Egyptian state. With the unification of 
the two Egyptian kingdoms, the pharaohs began to celebrate and immortalize their lives and 
achievements with the construction of stone monuments. The most impressive examples of their 
kind are arguably the pyramid tombs of the Old Kingdom, whose architectural evolution can be 
traced from the first step pyramid of Djoser to the magnificent pyramids of Giza, and on to the 
necropolises of Abusir and Saqqara. 
 Alongside representations of the sovereign, sculpture and private burials are also examined, 
two areas that found new expressive forms during the First Intermediate Period and the Middle 
Kingdom. Ample space is devoted to the pharaohs of the New Kingdom, who with their military 
campaigns made Egypt one of the most powerful empires of the Near East, while stunning color 
photographs highlight the prodigious output of Egyptian art in all its splendor.
 The book’s final chapter examines the last centuries of the age of the pharaohs, up to the period 
of Greek and then Roman control of Egypt, an era when pharaonic culture came into contact 
and, in some cases, fused with the Hellenistic and Roman cultures of the time.

The pageant of ancient Egyptian culture in full color

Giorgio Ferrero
Pharaonic Egypt
History and Treasures

Giorgio Ferrero was born in Milan in 1978. 
He graduated in Egyptology from the Università 
degli Studi of Milan. He has worked with the 
Egyptology department of the same university 
and with the Archaeological and Numismatic 
Civic Collections of Milan.
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A medical practitioner and talented draftsman, Alessandro Ricci was born in Siena, Italy, at the 
end of the eighteenth century. He traveled extensively throughout Egypt and Sudan between 
1817 and 1822. During his stay, he worked as an epigraphist for Giovanni B. Belzoni in the 
tomb of Seti I and later entered into the service of British consul general Henry Salt and English 
explorer William John Bankes, on whose behalf he visited and documented Siwa (1820), Sinai 
(1820), and Nubia (1818–19 and 1821–22). Ricci also became the physician to Ibrahim Pasha 
and achieved fame for daringly saving his life during the military campaign that led to Egypt’s 
conquest of Sudan in 1821–22. Upon his return to Italy, Ricci wrote a long account of all his 
journeys and reworked a series of ninety plates into striking form, yet failed to publish either.
 In 2009, Daniele Salvoldi identified a complete typewritten copy of Ricci’s “Travels” in the 
National Archives of Egypt in Cairo. Drawings intended to accompany the text as plates were 
tracked down in different locations in Italy and the United Kingdom. From Siena to Nubia is the 
English-translated critical edition, with notes and introductory chapters, of Ricci’s travel account, 
which provides detailed information about the countries he visited, including descriptions of 
ancient ruins and social customs, botanical and geological remarks, and historical and ethno-
graphical observations. It adds to the recent, growing corpus of exploration literature on nine-
teenth-century Egypt as well as bringing to light obscure sources important to the early history 
of Egyptology.

The first publication in any language of a rich 19th-century travel account, 
with stunning drawings, by an Italian physician on Egypt and Sudan

Daniele Salvoldi holds a PhD in Egyptology from the University of Pisa and currently teaches history of 
architecture at the Arab Academy for Science, Technology, and Maritime Transport in Alexandria, Egypt. 
In 2011, he catalogued the William J. Bankes Egyptological drawings in Dorchester and in 2014–16, he 
was postdoctoral fellow at the Freie Universität Berlin.
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Edited and translated by Daniele Salvoldi
From Siena to Nubia
Alessandro Ricci in Egypt and Sudan, 1817–22
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The fabled land of Nubia, whose very name means ‘gold,’ was famous in ancient times for its 
supplies of precious metal, exotic material, and intricate craftsmanship. Many of the adornments 
made in Nubia are masterpieces of the jeweler’s art—marvels of design and construction rival-
ing, and often surpassing, adornments made in Egypt and the rest of the ancient Mediterranean 
world. Although these unique treasures are among the most stunning to have survived from 
antiquity, they remain little known. 
 Richly illustrated with beautiful photographs of these exquisite items, many of them never 
before published, Nubian Gold also places the jewelry within the cultural contexts in which it 
was manufactured and employed. It tells the story not only of the treasures themselves but of the 
exciting tales of their discovery and the rich background of the exotic and remote civilizations 
that produced them. 
 The book also explores the innovative techniques used to procure the precious materials used 
in the jewelry and to craft them into intricate ornaments replete with magical purpose and coded 
meaning.

The sumptuousness and grandeur of Nubian gold jewelry analyzed
and illustrated for the first time

Peter Lacovara and Yvonne J. Markowitz
Nubian Gold
Ancient Jewelry from Sudan and Egypt

Peter Lacovara is director of the Ancient Egyptian Heritage and Archaeology Fund. He was formerly 
senior curator of ancient Egyptian, Nubian, and Near Eastern art at the Michael C. Carlos Museum of 
Emory University. He is co-editor of Ancient Nubia: African Kingdoms on the Nile (AUC Press, 2012).

Yvonne J. Markowitz is the Rita J. Kaplan and Susan B. Kaplan Curator Emerita of Jewelry, Museum of 
Fine Arts, Boston. Her most recent books include Artful Adornments: Jewelry from the Museum of Fine 
Arts, Boston and The Jewels of Ancient Nubia (with Denise Doxey).

Egyptian Art History
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Jewelry was worn by ancient Egyptians at every level of society and, like their modern 
descendants, they prized it for its aesthetic value, as a way to adorn and beautify the body. It was 
also a conspicuous signifier of wealth, status, and power. But jewelry in ancient Egypt served 
another fundamental purpose: its wearers saw it as a means to absorb positive magical and 
divine powers—to protect the living, and the dead, from the malignant forces of the unseen. The 
types of metals or stones used by craftsmen were magically important, as were the colors of the 
materials, and the exact positioning of all the elements in a design. 
 Ancient Egyptian Jewelry: 50 Masterpieces of Art and Design draws on the exquisite collections 
in the archaeological museums of Cairo to tell the story of three thousand years of jewelry-
making, from simple amulets to complex ritual jewelry to the spells that protected the king in life 
and assisted his journey to the Otherworld in death. 
 Gold, silver, carnelian, turquoise, and lapis lazuli were just some of the precious materials 
used in many of the pieces, and this stunningly illustrated book beautifully showcases the colors 
and exceptional artistry and accomplishment that make ancient Egyptian jewelry so dazzling to 
this day. 

The artistry and splendor of ancient Egyptian jewelry in fifty masterpieces

Nigel Fletcher-Jones
Ancient Egyptian Jewelry
50 Masterpieces of Art and Design

Nigel Fletcher-Jones, with a PhD in archaeo-
logical anthropology from Durham University, 
has been director of the American University 
in Cairo Press since 2012, and divides his time 
between Cairo, Egypt, and Canterbury in the UK. 
He writes regularly on Egyptian archaeology and 
history, and is the author of Abu Simbel and the 
Nubian Temples (AUC Press, 2019).

Ancient Egyptian Design and Fashion
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The three-thousand-year-old rock-cut temples at Abu Simbel and the story of their rescue from 
the rising waters of Lake Nasser in the 1960s are almost as familiar worldwide as the tale of 
the gold funerary mask and brief life of the boy king Tutankhamun. Yet although they remain 
among the most celebrated, visited, and photographed archaeological sites in the world, the 
lower Nubian temples—from Philae in the north to Abu Simbel in the south—are some of the 
least understood by the visitor. 
 In this lucidly written, beautifully illustrated book, Nigel Fletcher-Jones places the temples in 
their historical context, telling the story of the discovery of the Abu Simbel temples, and why 
and how they were moved, explaining what the Nubian temples teach us about ancient Egypt, 
which gods and goddesses were worshiped there, and the place of Rameses II in the long line 
of ancient Egyptian kings and queens. 
 With over 80 new photographs, diagrams, and maps, and packed with fascinating insights, 
Abu Simbel and the Nubian Temples is an ideal introduction to one of the world’s great regions 
of archaeological splendor.

The ideal introduction to the great temples of Lower Nubia

Nigel Fletcher-JonesAbu Simbel and the Nubian Temples

Nigel Fletcher-Jones, with a PhD in archaeology 
and anthropology from Durham University, UK, 
has been director of the American University in 
Cairo Press since 2012. He writes regularly on 
Egyptian archaeology and history for magazines, 
and blogs at imagesofcenturies.com.

Guides to Ancient Egypt

Abu Simbel and the Nubian Temples is an ideal, information-packed, 
gorgeously photographed, and easy-to-follow guide to Abu Simbel and other 
Nubian temples. Author Nigel Fletcher-Jones has a rare gift—to see the whole 
and the detail simultaneously, to provide us with the whole context, on the one 
hand, but also those brilliant little elements of a place easily missed without the 
expert’s eye. His photographs are exactly what makes this travelers companion 
special. This book is a wonderful addition to the libraries of globe-trotters as 
well as explorers of the imagination.”—Kara Cooney

‘‘
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The three-thousand-year-old rock-cut temples at Abu Simbel and the story of their rescue from 
the rising waters of Lake Nasser in the 1960s are almost as familiar worldwide as the tale of the 
gold funerary mask and brief life of the boy king Tutankhamun. Yet although they are among the 
most celebrated, visited, and photographed archaeological sites in the world, the two temples 
are among the least understood by the visitor. 
 In this lucidly written, beautifully illustrated guide, Nigel Fletcher-Jones explains the main 
features of both temples, discusses what they teach us about ancient Egypt during the reign of 
Rameses II (1265–1200 bc), and illustrates which gods and goddesses were worshipped here.
With over 50 photographs, drawings, and diagrams, and packed with fascinating insights, Abu 
Simbel: A Short Guide to the Temples is an indispensable companion and souvenir to one of the 
world’s great archaeological sites.

An indispensable companion and guide to one 
of the world’s great archaeological sites

Nigel Fletcher-Jones
Abu Simbel 
A Short Guide to the Temples

Nigel Fletcher-Jones, with a PhD in archaeolog-
ical anthropology from Durham University, has 
been director of the American University in Cairo 
Press since 2012. He writes regularly on Egyptian 
archaeology and history, and is the author of 
Treasures of Ancient Egypt (2019).

Travel Guide – Abu Simbel
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The sensational discovery in 1922 of Tutankhamun’s tomb, close on the heels of Britain’s decla-
ration of Egyptian independence, accelerated the growth in Egypt of both Egyptology as a formal 
discipline and of ‘pharaonism’—popular interest in ancient Egypt—as an inspiration in the strug-
gle for full independence. Emphasizing the three decades from 1922 until Nasser’s revolution in 
1952, this compelling follow-up to Whose Pharaohs? looks at the ways in which Egypt devel-
oped its own archaeologies—Islamic, Coptic, and Greco-Roman, as well as the more dominant 
ancient Egyptian. Each of these four archaeologies had given birth to, and grown up around, a 
major antiquities museum in Egypt. Later, Cairo, Alexandria, and Ain Shams universities joined in 
shaping these fields. Contesting Antiquity in Egypt brings all four disciplines, as well as the closely 
related history of tourism, together in a single engaging framework. 
 Throughout this semi-colonial era, the British fought a prolonged rearguard action to retain 
control of the country while the French continued to dominate the Antiquities Service, as they had 
since 1858. Traditional accounts highlight the role of European and American archaeologists in 
discovering and interpreting Egypt’s long past. Donald Reid redresses the balance by also paying 
close attention to the lives and careers of often-neglected Egyptian specialists. He draws attention 
not only to the contests between westerners and Egyptians over the control of antiquities, but 
also to passionate debates among Egyptians themselves over pharaonism in relation to Islam and 
Arabism during a critical period of nascent nationalism.

The history of the struggles for control over Egypt’s antiquities, and their 
repercussions, during a period of intense national ferment

Donald Malcolm Reid is the author of Whose Pharaohs?  Archaeologies, Museums, and Egyptian 
National Identity from Napoleon to World War I and Cairo University and the Making of Modern Egypt, 
among other works. He is professor emeritus, Georgia State University, and affiliate professor, Depart-
ment of Near Eastern Languages and Civilization, University of Washington. 
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Donald Malcolm Reid

Contesting Antiquity in Egypt
Archaeologies, Museums, and the Struggle for 
Identities from World War I to Nasser
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The great nineteenth-century British traveler Edward William Lane (1801–76) was the author of 
a number of highly influential works: An Account of the Manners and Customs of the Modern 
Egyptians (1836), his translation of The Thousand and One Nights (1839–41), Selections from the 
Kur-an (1843), and the Arabic–English Lexicon (1863–93). Yet in 1831, publication of one of his 
greatest works, Description of Egypt, was delayed, and eventually dropped, mainly for financial 
reasons, by the publishing firm of John Murray. The manuscript was sold to the British Library 
by Lane’s widow in 1891, and was salvaged for publication as a hardcover book, in 2000, by 
Jason Thompson, nearly 170 years after its completion. Now available in paperback, this book, 
which takes the form of a journey through Egypt from north to south, with descriptions of all the 
ancient monuments and contemporary life that Lane explored along the way, will be of interest 
to both ancient and modern historians of Egypt, and is an essential companion to his Manners 
and Customs.

Renowned Orientalist Edward Lane’s first and biggest book on Egypt
now out in paperback

Edward William Lane
Edited and with an introduction by Jason Thompson

Description of Egypt
Notes and Views in Egypt and Nubia,1825–28

Jason Thompson is the author of Sir Gardiner Wilkinson and His Circle, Edward William Lane (AUC 
Press, 2010), and Wonderful Things: A History of Egyptology (3 vols.; AUC Press, 2015, 2018). He is 
the editor of An Account of the Manners and Customs of the Modern Egyptians (AUC Press, 2003).

New in Paperback

Jason Thompson’s exact and dedicated edition deserves much praise.’’
—ASTENE Bulletin‘‘
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From the early nineteenth century through to the 1960s, the Greeks formed the largest, most 
economically powerful, and geographically and socially diverse of all European communities 
in Egypt. Although they benefited from the privileges extended to foreigners and the control 
exercised by Britain, they claimed nonetheless to enjoy a special relationship with Egypt and the 
Egyptians, and saw themselves as contributors to the country’s modernization.
 The Greeks and the Making of Modern Egypt is the first account of the modern Greek presence 
in Egypt from its beginnings during the era of Muhammad Ali to its final days under Nasser. It 
casts a critical eye on the reality and myths surrounding the complex and ubiquitous Greek com-
munity in Egypt by examining the Greeks’ legal status, their relations with the country’s rulers, 
their interactions with both elite and ordinary Egyptians, their economic activities, their contacts 
with foreign communities, their ties to their Greek homeland, and their community life, which 
included a rich and celebrated literary culture.
 Alexander Kitroeff suggests that although the Greeks’ self-image as contributors to Egypt’s 
development is exaggerated, there were ways in which they functioned as agents of modernity, 
albeit from a privileged and protected position. While they never gained the acceptance they 
sought, the Greeks developed an intense and nostalgic love affair with Egypt after their forced 
departure in the 1950s and 1960s and resettlement in Greece and farther afield.

The story of the Greeks in Egypt from Muhammad Ali to Nasser

Alexander KitroeffThe Greeks and the Making of Modern Egypt

Alexander Kitroeff is associate professor of history at Haverford College, where he teaches courses on 
Modern European and Mediterranean history. Born in Greece, he studied in Britain, where he received 
his doctoral degree in history at Oxford University. His research focuses on nationalism and ethnicity in 
modern Greece and its diaspora, from politics to sports. He is the author of four books, including The 
Greeks in Egypt: Ethnicity and Class 1919–37 and Wrestling with the Ancients: Modern Greek Identity 
and the Olympics.

Modern History and Society

Every year, in the heart of the Nile Delta, a festival takes place that was for centuries the biggest in 
the Muslim world: the mulid of al-Sayyid Ahmad al-Badawi of Tanta. Since the thirteenth century 
millions of believers from neighboring regions and countries have flooded into Tanta, Egypt’s 
fourth-largest city, to pay devotional homage to al-Badawi, a much-loved saint who cures the 
impotent and renders barren women fertile.
 This book tells for the first time the history of a mulid that for long overshadowed even the 
pilgrimage to Mecca. Organized by Sufi brotherhoods, it had, by the nineteenth century, grown 
to become the scene of a boisterous and rowdy festival that excited the curiosity of European 
travelers. Their accounts of the indecorous dancing and sacred prostitution that enlivened the 
mulid of al-Sayyid al-Badawi fed straight into Orientalist visions of a sensual and atavistic East. 
Islamic modernists as well as Western observers were quick to criticize the cult of al-Badawi, 
reducing it to a muddle of superstitions and even a resurgence of anti-Islamic pagan practices. 
For many pilgrims, however, al-Badawi came to embody the Egyptian saint par excellence, the 
true link to the Prophet, his hagiographies and mulid standing for the genuine expression of a 
shared popular culture.  
 Catherine Mayeur-Jaouen shows that the mulid does not in fact stand in opposition to religious 
orthodoxy, but rather acts as a mirror to Egyptian Islam,  uniting ordinary believers, peasants, ula-
ma, and heads of Sufi brotherhoods in a shared spiritual fervor. The Mulid of al-Sayyid al-Badawi 
of Tanta leads us on a discovery of this remarkably colorful and festive manifestation of Islam. 
 

An indispensable study of a major Egyptian Sufi festival 
by a foremost expert in the field

Catherine Mayeur-Jaouen is professor of history at Sorbonne University, where she teaches on early 
modern and modern Islam. She is the author or co-editor of several books on Sufism and Islam, includ-
ing Ethics and Spirituality in Islam: Sufi adab (co-edited with Francesco Chiabotti et al., 2016).
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Catherine Mayeur-Jaouen 
The Mulid of al-Sayyid al-Badawi of Tanta
Egypt’s Legendary Sufi Festival
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This handsome boxed set brings together five delightfully individual books, each 
beautifully illustrated with archival images and postcards, on some of Egypt’s most 
iconic institutions and landmarks. Included are: The Suez Canal: A History (edited 
by Sherif Boraie), The Egyptian Bourse (by Samir Raafat), Downtown Cairo (by 
Ola Seif; edited by Sherif Boraie), Egyptian Postage, 1866–1967 (preface by Samir 
Raafat; edited by Sherif Boraie), and Cinema Cairo: Dream Factory on the Nile (by 
Rasha Azab; edited by Sherif Boraie). Between them covering the period from the 
mid-nineteenth to the mid-twentieth century, the books illustrate how these icons, 
which are deeply embedded in the life of the nation, came to shape the course of 
modern Egypt and to lay its foundations.

Five beautifully illustrated books on five iconic Egyptian land-
marks and institutions in one box

Edited by Sherif Boraie
Building Modern Egypt
Boxed Set

Sherif Boraie, a Cairo publisher, lives in Dahshur.

The Suez Canal: A History
96pp. Hbd. 49 illus. September 2019.

978-977-586-419-2. LE300. 
For sale only in Egypt.
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The Egyptian Bourse
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Egyptian Postage: 1866–1967
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Cinema Cairo: Dream Factory on the Nile
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Boxed Set
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Canal Administra�on, Port Said.

15

Compagnie Universelle du Canal
Maritime de Suez
The Suez Canal Company was
established by decrees of the Viceroy
of Egypt on November 30, 1854
and January 5, 1856, and confirmed
by the firman of the Ottoman
Sultan on March 19, 1866. 
The company’s concession allowed
for operating the Canal for 99 years
from November 17, 1869 at the
expiration of which the Canal
would revert to the Egyptian
Government.
Capital: 
FF 132,0689,500 in 530,758
Ordinary bearer shares of FF 250
each, fully paid. 
FF 67,310,500 in 69,242 Jouissance
shares of no nominal value.
100,000 Founders bearer shares of
no nominal value.
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Twice a princess, twice exiled, Neslishah Sultan had an eventful life. When she was born in 
Istanbul in 1921, cannons were fired in the four corners of the Ottoman Empire, commemorative 
coins were issued in her name, and her birth was recorded in the official register of the palace. 
After all, she was an imperial princess and the granddaughter of Sultan Vahiddedin. But she was 
the last member of the imperial family to be accorded such honors: in 1922 Vahiddedin was 
deposed and exiled, replaced as caliph—but not as sultan—by his brother (and Neslishah’s other 
grandfather) Abdülmecid; in 1924 Abdülmecid was also removed from office, and the entire 
imperial family, including three-year-old Neslishah, was sent into exile.
 Sixteen years later on her marriage to Prince Abdel Moneim, the son of the last khedive of 
Egypt, she became a princess of the Egyptian royal family. And when in 1952 her husband was 
appointed regent for Egypt’s infant king, she took her place at the peak of Egyptian society as the 
country’s first lady, until the abolition of the monarchy the following year. Exile followed once 
more, this time from Egypt, after the royal couple faced charges of treason. Eventually Neslishah 
was allowed to return to the city of her birth, where she died at the age of 91 in 2012.
 Based on original documents and extensive personal interviews, this account of one woman’s 
extraordinary life is also the story of the end of two powerful dynasties thirty years apart.

A life of palaces and exile from Istanbul to Cairo

Murat Bardakçı is a Turkish journalist and historian. He is a columnist for Habertürk newspaper and is 
the author of several books on the Ottoman imperial family.
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Murat Bardakçı
Neslishah
The Last Ottoman Princess
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In October 1999 during a trip to Cairo, Cyrus Kadivar, an exiled Iranian living in London, visited 
the tomb of the last shah and opened a Pandora’s box. Haunted by nostalgia for a bygone era, 
he recalled a protected and idyllic childhood in the fabled city of Shiraz and his coming of age 
during the 1979 Iranian revolution. Back in London, he reflected on what had happened to him 
and his family after their uprooting and decided to conduct his own investigation into why he 
lost his country. He spent the next ten years seeking out witnesses who would shed light on the 
last days of Pahlavi rule. Among those he met were a former empress, ex-courtiers, disaffected 
revolutionaries, and the bereaved relatives of those who perished in the cataclysm. 
 In Farewell Shiraz, Kadivar tells the story of his family and childhood against the tumultuous 
backdrop of twentieth-century Iran, from the 1905–1907 Constitutional Revolution to the fall of 
Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi, before presenting accounts of his meetings with key witnesses to 
the Shah’s fall and the rise of Khomeini. Each of the people interviewed provides a richly detailed 
picture of the momentous events that took place and the human drama behind them. 
 Combining exquisite vignettes with rare testimonials and first-hand interviews, Farewell Shiraz 
draws us into a sweeping yet often intimate account of a vanished world and offers a compelling 
investigation into a political earthquake whose reverberations still live with us today.

A poignant memoir of pre-1979 Iran and the human drama
behind the fall of the last shah

Cyrus Kadivar
Farewell Shiraz
An Iranian Memoir of Revolution and Exile

Cyrus Kadivar was born in Minnesota to Iranian-French parents. He grew up during the Shah’s reign in 
the Persian city of Shiraz. At sixteen he and his family were uprooted by the 1979 revolution. He has 
since worked as a banker, freelance journalist, and political risk consultant and lives in London.

New in Paperback
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This cohesive account of Egypt’s millennia-long past offers readers a sure guide through the 
corridors of Egypt’s past, from the mysterious predynastic kingdoms to the nation-state of the 
twenty-first century. The author addresses central issues such as how Egyptian history can be 
treated as a whole and how the west has shaped prevailing images of it, both through direct 
contact and through the lens of western scholarship. Drawing on current historical scholarship 
and his own research, Jason Thompson has written a remarkable work of synthesis and concision, 
offering students, travelers, and general readers alike an engaging one-volume narrative of the 
extraordinarily long course of human history by the Nile.
 This updated paperback edition contains new material on the 25 January Revolution, the rise 
and fall of the Muslim Brotherhood, and the new era of President Sisi.

New paperback edition updated to 2017

Jason Thompson
A History of Egypt
From Earliest Times to the Present (Third Edition)

Jason Thompson is the author of Sir Gardiner 
Wilkinson and His Circle, Edward William Lane 
(AUC Press, 2010), and Wonderful Things: A 
History of Egyptology (3 vols.; AUC Press, 2015, 
2018). He is the editor of Edward William Lane’s 
Description of Egypt (AUC Press, pbk, 2019) and 
An Account of the Manners and Customs of the 
Modern Egyptians (AUC Press, 2003).

New Edition

[An] excellent summation of the flow of Egyptian history.”
—Egyptian Archaeology‘‘

A remarkable work of synthesis, cohesion, and understanding.”
—Al-Ahram Weekly‘‘
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Outsiders have long observed the contours of the flourishing scholarly traditions of African Mus-
lim societies, but the most renowned voices of West African Sufism have rarely been heard out-
side of their respective constituencies. This volume brings together writings by Uthman b. Fudi (d. 
1817, Nigeria), Umar Tal (d. 1864, Mali), Ahmad Bamba (d. 1927, Senegal), and Ibrahim Niasse 
(d. 1975, Senegal), who, between them, founded the largest Muslim communities in African 
history. Jihad of the Pen offers translations of Arabic source material that proved formative to the 
constitution of a veritable Islamic revival sweeping West Africa in the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries. Recurring themes shared by these scholars—etiquette on the spiritual path, love for the 
Prophet Muhammad, and divine knowledge—demonstrate a shared, vibrant scholarly heritage 
in West Africa that drew on the classics of global Islamic learning, but also made its own con-
tributions to Islamic intellectual history. The authors have selected enduringly relevant primary 
sources and richly contextualized them within broader currents of Islamic scholarship on the 
African continent. 

A richly annotated survey of writings by four of 
West Africa’s most renowned Sufi scholars

Rudolph Ware is associate professor in the department of history at the University of Michigan, and the 
founder and director of the IKHLAS research initiative for the study of Islamic Knowledge, Histories and 
Languages, Arts and Sciences. 

Zachary Wright is associate professor of history and religious studies at Northwestern University in 
Qatar. His research concerns Islamic revivalism and the religious sciences, especially Sufism, in North 
and West Africa from the eighteenth to the twentieth centuries.

Amir Syed is a visiting assistant professor of the history of the Islamic world at the University of Pitts-
burgh. His research interests include issues related to the construction of religious authority, scholarly 
culture, and Islamic knowledge practices.
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Rudolph Ware, 
Zakary Wright, and Amir Syed

Jihad of the Pen
The Sufi Literature of West Africa

326pp. Pbk. Available.
978-977-416-870-3. LE500. $39.95. £29.95.
World.

For the most part of their shared history, Coptic Christians and Muslims in Egypt have experi-
enced bouts of sectarian tension alternating with peaceful coexistence. Coptic Christians and 
Muslims in Egypt tells the story of Muslim–Christian relations in Egypt from the coming of Islam 
to the aftermath of the January 2011 revolution. It begins by describing how the Church of Alex-
andria came into existence, and created a monastic tradition that would influence the whole of 
Christendom, before exploring the theological controversies that plagued the Eastern Roman 
world before the advent of Islam. After bouts of persecution by the Roman emperors, the Copts 
were strongly opposed by the Melkite Church, but, with the Arab invasion of Egypt in the seventh 
century, they achieved a measure of independence and individuality that they retained over the 
centuries. The Copts were also subjected to periods of persecution—by rulers from the Umayyad, 
Abbasid, and Fatimid dynasties, and under the Mamluks—but by and large, a relatively satisfac-
tory form of cohabitation was established. The authors argue that, even if they were occasionally 
attacked and persecuted, the Copts generally shared the fortunes of their Muslim neighbors, and 
that religious difference in Egypt was frequently exploited by rulers, both internal and external, 
for political gain. Coptic Christians and Muslims in Egypt provides an engaging and highly read-
able account of communal relations through key points in Egyptian history.

An engaging survey of Muslim–Coptic relations in Egypt 
from Late Antiquity to modern times

Fikry Andrawes and Alison Orr-Andrawes
Coptic Christians and Muslims in Egypt
Two Communities, One Nation

Fikry F. Andrawes, PhD, was born in Egypt and lives in the United States. He worked as an analytical 
chemist at NASA and in the chemical industry. In addition to many scientific papers published in 
English, he has written a number of books and articles in Arabic, dealing with a variety of topics 
related to Egypt.

Alison Orr-Andrawes, M.D., is a retired psychiatrist with a background in Religious Studies at Brandeis 
and Rice Universities. She has traveled extensively in Egypt over the past four decades.  

Religion and Society
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In this breathtakingly compact novel, written in the mid-1980s, the focus is once again on the 
generational paradigm featured in the Cairo Trilogy. 
 This time, Mahfouz traces the life of a middle-class Cairene family living in the early 1980s 
under President Sadat. It was an era of transition in Egypt, a time of acute crisis, as everywhere 
ordinary people were being pushed into the ‘’abyss of Infitah.’’ In the mad rush, there was a sense 
of an ending, a feeling of panic as the innocent helplessly watched their world rapidly disinte-
grating. A whole way of life with its age-old traditions and values was simply falling apart, making 
way for a merciless new materialism in ‘’the kingdom of the corrupt,’’ where survival had indeed 
to be for the fittest. 
 The novel reaches its climax with the assassination of Sadat on October 6, 1981, an event 
around which the fictional plot is skillfully woven.

A middle-class Cairene family in the early 1980s helplessly watching
as their world rapidly disintegrates in “the kingdom of the corrupt.”

Naguib Mahfouz
Translated by Malak HashemThe Day the Leader Was Killed

Naguib Mahfouz (1911–2006) was born in the crowded Cairo district of Gamaliya. He wrote nearly 
40 novel-length works, plus hundreds of short stories and numerous screenplays. He was awarded 
the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1988.

Malak Hashem (1945–2010) was a professor in the department of English Language and Literature, 
Cairo University.

In Akhenaten, Dweller in Truth, Nobel laureate Naguib Mahfouz tells with remarkable insight the 
story of the ‘heretic’ pharaoh whose iconoclastic and controversial career has such resonance 
with modern sensibilities. Years after the king’s death, a young man with a passion for the truth 
questions the pharaoh’s contemporaries—including his closest friends, his bitterest enemies, and 
his enigmatic wife Nefertiti—in an effort to discover what really happened in those strange, dark 
days at Akhenaten’s court. As they each report their version of events, Mahfouz allows his readers 
to decide for themselves the truth about Akhenaten.

Mahfouz returns to a pharaonic setting for this powerful novel 
that resonates with modern sensibilities.

Naguib Mahfouz (1911–2006) was born in the crowded Cairo district of Gamaliya. He wrote nearly 
40 novel-length works, plus hundreds of short stories and numerous screenplays. He was awarded 
the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1988.

Tagreid Abu-Hassabo is a writer and translator.

120pp. Pbk. Available 2019. 
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Naguib Mahfouz
Translated by Tagreid Abu-Hassabo

Akhenaten
Dweller in Truth

Naguib Mahfouz
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In this second volume of The Cairo Trilogy, the master storyteller spins a sensual, provocative tale, 
following the al-Jawad family into the awakening world of the 1920s, where increased freedoms 
prove as troubling as domination and repression once did. Like Palace Walk, Palace of Desire 
affords a fascinating look at a period of modern Egyptian history by lovingly and painstakingly 
examining the day-to-day lives of a single family.

The second volume of Mahfouz’s classic trilogy

Naguib Mahfouz. 
Translated by William M. Hutchins, Lorne Kenny, and Olive E. Kenny

In this final volume of Naguib Mahfouz’s masterpiece trilogy, al-Sayyid Ahmad is aging, ill, and 
confined behind the mashrabiya that once confined his wife. But in his grandsons we see a mod-
ern Egypt emerging: one becomes a communist activist, another a Muslim fundamentalist, both 
working for what they believe will be a better world. And a third launches a promising political 
career abetted by a homosexual relationship with a prominent politician.

The third and final volume of Mahfouz’s classic trilogy

320pp. Pbk. November 2019.
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Naguib Mahfouz 
Translated by William M. Hutchins and Angele Botros Samaan

Sugar Street

514pp. Pbk. Available.
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Palace Walk transports us into the life of a Cairo family during Egypt’s occupation by British 
forces in the 1900s. The father, Ahmad Abd al-Jawad, is somber and tyrannical with his wife and 
children, but at night seeks pleasure in the aesthetic and erotic. His wife, Amina, is a willing 
prisoner in a society where it is forbidden for a virtuous woman to leave her house except in the 
company of her husband or adult sons. Aisha, their younger daughter, dares to peer through the 
mashrabeya from which the women view the world. And Fahmy, their second son, is caught up 
in the violence that threatens them all as Egypt struggles to become free.

A new edition of a perennial favorite, the first part of the Cairo Trilogy

Naguib Mahfouz. 
Translated by William M. Hutchins and Olive E. Kenny

Palace Walk

Cairo Trilogy
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Drawing on the characters and the spirit of the classic A Thousand and One Nights, Arabian 
Nights and Days is a significant departure for Nobel laureate Naguib Mahfouz. Though he is best 
known for chronicling his own times, in this novel, first published in Arabic in 1982, Mahfouz 
injects new life into an Arabic masterpiece.
 Though it is set in an Islamic city in medieval times, the modern reader will find much in this 
novel that is surprisingly familiar. It depicts a city plagued by widespread corruption among its 
most powerful citizens, and a pervasive sense of social unrest and insecurity. The chief of police 
is kept particularly busy dealing with the underground activities of various religious sects that 
are intent on changing the unscrupulous regime. Amid all of this, as in the Thousand and One 
Nights, genies appear out of bottles accidentally opened by innocent individuals, affecting their 
lives in exciting, sometimes detrimental ways.
 Famed for his skill as a storyteller, Naguib Mahfouz has here produced a novel that is as color-
ful and entertaining as the book that inspired it.

Mahfouz’s modern, politicized twist on a great masterpiece

Naguib  Mahfouz
Translated by Denys Johnson-DaviesArabian Nights and Days

Naguib Mahfouz (1911–2006) was born in the crowded Cairo district of Gamaliya. He wrote nearly 
40 novel-length works, plus hundreds of short stories and numerous screenplays. He was awarded the 
Nobel Prize for Literature in 1988.

Denys Johnson-Davies (1922–2017) produced more than thirty volumes of translation of modern Ara-
bic literature and was described by Edward Said as “the leading Arabic–English translator of our time.” 
He received the Sheikh Zayed Book Award in 2007 for Personality of the Year in the Field of Culture.

Naguib Mahfouz
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Eric Rouleau was one of the most celebrated journalists of his generation, a status he owed to his 
extraordinary career, which began when Hubert Beuve-Méry, director of Le Monde, charged him 
with covering the Near and Middle East. 
 In 1963, Rouleau was invited by Gamal Abd al-Nasser to interview him in Cairo, a move 
which was not lost on the young Rouleau—going through him, a young Egyptian Jew who had 
been exiled from Egypt in late 1951, shortly before the Free Officers coup, was a means to 
renew diplomatic ties with de Gaulle’s France. This exclusive interview, which immediately 
made headlines around the world, propelled Rouleau into the center of the region’s conflicts 
for two decades. 
 Writing between Cairo and Jerusalem, Rouleau was a chief witness to the wars of 1967 and 
1973, narrating their events from behind the scenes. He was to meet all the major players, 
including Nasser, Levi Ashkol, Moshe Dayan, Golda Meir, Yasser Arafat, Ariel Sharon, and Anwar 
Sadat, painting striking portraits of each. More than a memoir, his book presents a history, lived 
from the inside, of the Israel–Palestine conflict. 

A gripping memoir by one of the twentieth century’s 
most celebrated Middle East journalists

Eric Rouleau
Foreword by Alain Gresh

Truths and Lies in the Middle East
Memoirs of a Veteran Journalist, 1952–2012

Eric Rouleau (born Elie Raffoul, 1926–2015) was a journalist and diplomat born in Cairo. After his 
forced exile from Egypt in 1951, he began writing for Le Monde in 1955, becoming the newspaper’s 
reporter on the Near and Middle East in the early 1960s. In 1985 he was appointed as France’s ambas-
sador to Tunisia, and from 1988 to 1992 he was ambassador to Turkey. He published interviews with 
many iconic Middle Eastern leaders throughout his career, as well as four books.  

Alain Gresh was born Cairo in 1948. He was editor in chief of Le Monde diplomatique for ten years and 
is the author of several books on the Israel–Palestine conflict, the Middle East, and Islam. He is the editor 
of the daily online newspaper OrientXXI.info, which is published in French, Arabic, English, and Farsi.

Politics and Journalism

396pp. Hbd. 8 b&w illus. Available.
978-977-416-885-7. LE600. $39.95. £35.
World.

The son of a fighter pilot, raised in an air force barracks, Ahmed Aboul Gheit was privy to the con-
fidential meetings, undisclosed memoranda, and battle secrets of Egyptian diplomacy for many 
decades. After a stint at military college, he began his career at the Egyptian embassy in Cyprus 
before later going on to become permanent representative to the United Nations and eventually, 
Egypt’s minister of foreign affairs under Hosni Mubarak. In this fascinating memoir, Aboul Gheit 
looks back on the 1973 October War and the diplomatic efforts that followed it, revealing the 
secrets of his long career for the first time. 
 In vivid detail he describes the deliberations of Egypt’s political leadership in the run-up to the 
war, including the process of articulating Egypt’s war aims, the secret communications between 
President Sadat and U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, the role of the Soviet Union during 
the war, and the unfolding of events on the battlefront in Sinai. He then gives a detailed and 
deeply personal account of the arduous process of peacemaking that followed, covering the 1973 
Geneva Conference, the 1977 Mena House Conference, Sadat’s visit to Israel, the 1978 Camp 
David Accords, and the subsequent 1979 Egyptian–Israeli Peace Treaty.
 From Sadat’s impassioned address to his cabinet on the eve of the war to delegations ripping 
out the wiring at their respective hotels, from Jimmy Carter cycling through the bungalows at 
Camp David to Yitzhak Shamir’s blunt admissions to his Arab counterparts in the 1991 Madrid 
conference, Aboul Gheit offers an information-packed, first-person account of a turbulent time 
in Middle Eastern history.

A compelling eyewitness account by a seasoned diplomat of forty years 
of Egyptian foreign policymaking

Ahmed Aboul Gheit
Witness to War and Peace
Egypt, the October War, and Beyond

Ahmed Aboul Gheit was born in Cairo in 1942. He joined the Egyptian diplomatic corps in 1965, 
serving in Egypt’s embassies in Cyprus (1968–72) and the Soviet Union (1979–82), as Egypt’s ambas-
sador to Italy (1992–96), and as Egypt’s permanent representative to the United Nations (1999–2004). 
In 2004, he was appointed by Hosni Mubarak as Egypt’s minister of foreign affairs, a post he held 
until 2011. He was elected secretary general of the Arab League in 2016.
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The history of Cairo’s football fans is one of the most poignant narratives of the 25 January 2011 
Egyptian uprising. The Ultras Al-Ahly and the Ultras White Knights fans, belonging to the two 
main teams, Al-Ahly F.C. and Zamalek F.C respectively, became embroiled in the street protests 
that brought down the Mubarak regime. In the violent turmoil since, the Ultras have been locked 
in a bitter conflict with the Egyptian security state. Tracing these social movements to explore 
their role in the uprising and the political dimension of soccer in Egypt, Ronnie Close provides a 
vivid, intimate sense of the Ultras’ unique subculture.
 Cairo’s Ultras: Resistance and Revolution in Egypt’s Football Culture explores how football 
communities offer ways of belonging and instill meaning in everyday life. Close asks us to rethink 
the labels ‘fans’ or ‘hooligans’ and what such terms might really mean. He argues that the role 
of the body is essential to understanding the cultural practices of the Cairo Ultras, and that 
the physicality of the stadium rituals and acerbic chants were key expressions that resonated 
with many Egyptians. Along the way, the book skewers media clichés and retraces revolutionary 
politics and social networks to consider the capacity of sport to emancipate through performances 
on the football terraces.

A fascinating account of football culture in Egypt through its ultras groups

Ronnie Close
Cairo’s Ultras
Resistance and Revolution in Egypt’s Football Culture

Ronnie Close is a writer, filmmaker, and assistant 
professor of visual media at the American 
University in Cairo. His work includes the doc-
umentary More Out of Curiosity, a project that 
involved shooting and gathering video and other 
archival materials over a three-year period with 
the Ultras groups in Cairo, 2012–15.

Football and Society

This is a lively and authoritative account of the counter-culture of the Egyptian 
Ultras, full of richly detailed observations of their collective behavior, their 
aesthetic, and their performances. It is also much more than this. It is a study 
of resistance to the forms of power of late capitalism. Ronnie Close succeeds 
in using this material to develop a convincing and original argument about 
the force of the aesthetic moment and of collective action to challenge and to 
disrupt hegemonic power.”—Charles Tripp, SOAS, University of London 

‘‘

A timely and detailed account of the birth, life, and afterlife of one of Egypt’s 
most important youth movements. Cairo’s Ultras tells a tale of triumph and 
turmoil revealing how the Ultras bridged leisure and politics to pose as much of 
a threat to Egypt’s militarised police-state as it did to its sports establishment 
and football big-business. Historically rich and theoretically compelling, this is 
a must read for anyone interested in Egyptian youth cultures.—Ramy Aly, The 
American University in Cairo

‘‘
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January 25, 2011 was a watershed moment for Egypt and a transformative experience for the 
young men and women who changed the course of their nation’s history. Tahrir’s Youth tells 
the story of the organized youth behind the mass uprising that brought about the spectacular 
collapse of the Mubarak regime. Who were these activists? What did they want? How did the 
movement they unleashed shape them as it unfolded, and why did it fall short of its goals? Draw-
ing on first-hand testimonies, this study offers rich insight into the hopes, successes, failures, and 
disillusionments of the movement’s leaders.
 Rusha Latif follows the trajectory of the movement from the perspective of the Revolutionary 
Youth Coalition (RYC), the first revolutionary body to announce itself from Tahrir Square. She 
argues that the existence of the RYC and the political organizing undertaken by its members 
before January 25 demonstrates that the uprising was not entirely spontaneous, leaderless, or 
rooted in social media, but led by young activists with a history of engagement before the revo-
lution. Her account details the challenges these activists faced on the ground as they attempted 
to steer the movement they had set in motion, highlighting the factors leading to their struggle’s 
retreat despite its initial promise.

An engaging, in-depth account of the 2011 Egyptian Revolution 
through the eyes of its youth leaders

Rusha Latif is an independent researcher based in the San Francisco Bay Area. Her areas of interest 
include social movements, youth, gender, race, and Middle East politics.
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Rusha Latif
Tahrir’s Youth
Leaders of a Leaderless Revolution

In this in-depth ethnography, Karin van Nieuwkerk takes the autobiographical narrative of Sayyid 
Henkish, a musician from a long family tradition of wedding performers in Cairo, as a lens 
through which to explore changing notions of masculinity in an Egyptian community over the 
course of a single lifetime.
 Central to Henkish’s story is his own conception of manhood, which is closely tied to the 
notion of ibn al-balad, the ‘authentically Egyptian’ lower-middle class male, with all its associ-
ated values of nobility, integrity, and toughness. How to embody these communal ideals while 
providing for his family in the face of economic hardship and the perceived moral ambiguities 
associated with his work in the entertainment trade are key themes in his narrative.
 Van Nieuwkerk situates his account within a growing body of literature on gender that sees 
masculinity as a lived experience that is constructed and embodied in specific social and histor-
ical contexts. In doing so, she shows that the challenges faced by Henkish are not limited to the 
world of entertainment and that his story offers profound insights into socioeconomic and polit-
ical changes taking place in Egypt at large and the ways in which these transformations impact 
and unsettle received notions of masculinity. 

A unique biography of an Egyptian musician that sheds crucial light on 
notions of masculinity in Egypt

Karin van Nieuwkerk is an anthropologist and professor of contemporary Islam in Europe and the Mid-
dle East at Radboud University, the Netherlands. She is the author of ‘A Trade Like Any Other’: Female 
Singers and Dancers in Egypt (1995) and Performing Piety: Singers and Actors in Egypt’s Islamic Revival 
(2013). She is also co-editor of five volumes on Islam, performing arts, and popular culture, including 
Enjoying Religion: Pleasure and Fun in Established and New Religious Movements (2018). 
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Karin van Nieuwkerk
Manhood Is Not Easy
Egyptian Masculinities through the Life of Sayyid Henkish
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The exceptional beauty of Egypt’s monuments and landscapes has thrilled visitors 
for centuries.
 From the beaches of the Red Sea Coast to the lush palm groves of Egypt’s oases, 
from the heritage of the Roman and Coptic periods to the architectural riches that 
followed the arrival of Islam, from the magnificent tombs and temples of ancient 
Egypt to medieval souks to Cairo’s bustling energy today, there is just so much to 
feast on in Egypt.
 Featuring 180 color photographs and captions explaining the stories behind 
each image, Egypt is a stunning visual journey through an astonishing country.

A stunning visual journey through an astonishing country

Trevor Naylor
Egypt
Visual Explorer Guide

Trevor Naylor is a writer and publisher based in Cairo who has worked in the book 
industry for forty years. He is the author of the illustrated travel and photography titles 
Cairo Inside Out (AUC Press, pbk, 2019) and Egypt Inside Out (AUC Press, 2019), as 
well as other books on language and lifestyle.

Egypt Gift Books
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Cairo is a city of splendor and spectacle, long celebrated as much for its warmth 
and bustling street life as for the legacy of its tumultuous past. Yet for the countless 
visitors who fall under its spell, the prolonged din of its crowds and traffic can seem 
overwhelming at times, tempting them out of the city’s open spaces into its shadow 
light, the cooler, quieter interiors of restaurants, homes, hotels, and terraces. 
 Cairo Inside Out evokes the light and moods of this great metropolis with 
stunning photographs shot from the city’s indoor havens. We observe it through 
and from nostalgic haunts, such as Café Riche and the Windsor Hotel, and look out 
onto its great sights—the Nile, the Red Pyramid at Dahshur, Ibn Tulun mosque—
from the most intimate urban interiors, homes, and watersides. For those who 
may have lived in Cairo, this is a reminder of a city that moves and yet remains 
wonderfully unchanged. For visitors and residents, this evocative collection, an 
unabashed homage to Cairo’s persistent color and allure, will inspire them to visit 
those places once more.
 This new expanded paperback edition of the bestselling hardback includes an 
additional section of photographs taken from Cairo’s newer and more recently 
established haunts and places of interest.

The new expanded paperback edition of the bestselling hardback

Trevor Naylor
Photographs by Doriana Dimitrova

Cairo Inside Out
Expanded Edition

Alain Blottière
Vintage Egypt
Cruising the Nile in the Golden Age of Travel

New in Paperback
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As wealthy tourists descended upon Egypt in the early twentieth century, a well-
heeled jet set emerged in Cairo and Alexandria. Period photographs celebrate the 
glamor: a Bugatti at the foot of the pyramids, a local sailboat transformed into a 
sumptuous yacht, a few tourists in white suits and Panama hats . . . these are the 
images of a voyage in Egypt under the last kings, Fuad and Farouk, between 1917 
and 1952. Writers such as Rudyard Kipling and André Gide testify to the fascination 
of Egypt’s “golden years” where, in a country turned toward Europe and “protected” 
by the British army, a very individual social set blossomed in Cairo and Alexandria.
 Fascinating accounts of this universe have been left by both Egyptian writers 
and visitors to the country. They offer us a rare glimpse of Egypt before the era of 
mass tourism. Extraordinary period photographs also survive; unearthed in Cairo 
or Beirut, in museums or private homes, and published here for the first time, they 
reconstitute the fragile yet effervescent glamour of Egypt under the last kings.

The classic bestseller showing the nostalgia, beauty, and glamor of 
Egypt under the last kings

Alain Blottière has divided his time between Egypt and his native France for the past 
thirty years. Primarily a novelist, he has also written several other works on Egypt, 
including a view of country at the twentieth century and a dictionary of Egyptian gods.

Trevor Naylor is the co-author of A Roving Eye: Head to Toe in Egyptian Arabic Expres-
sions (AUC Press, 2014) and author of Living Normally: Where Life Comes Before Style.

Doriana Dimitrova is a Bulgarian photographer who has lived and worked in Cairo. She 
is the photographer of A Roving Eye: Head to Toe in Egyptian Arabic Expressions (AUC 
Press, 2014).
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The drama of history and the confluence of geography and climate have made 
Egypt one of the most sought-after travel destinations in the world. But what is that 
elusive something that makes it unlike anywhere else on earth? In Egypt Inside 
Out, Trevor Naylor and Doriana Dimitrova escape the crowds and clamor to take 
us a on a lyrical exploration of place, bringing us the country in all its captivating 
regional diversity: the wistfulness of Alexandria, the serenity of Aswan, the energy 
of Cairo, the lushness of Fayoum, the magic of Siwa, the haunting purity of river and 
desert. Photographing villages, towns, and cities from the cool, intimate interiors 
of hotels and homes, and from on board boats, taxis, and trains, they transport 
us to Egypt’s hideaways and dappled shadows, its groves and temples, dazzling 
colors and sublime light, and the vast splendor of its landscapes and monumental 
architecture. Written by an author who has known Egypt for more than thirty years, 
and illustrated with beautifully observed photographs, Egypt Inside Out is a unique 
journey through the ever-present allure of an extraordinary country.

A different way of seeing Egypt’s past and present marvels

Trevor Naylor
Photographs by Doriana DimitrovaEgypt Inside Out

Trevor Naylor is the author of Cairo Inside Out (AUC Press, pbk, 
2019) and co-author of A Roving Eye: Head to Toe in Egyptian 
Arabic Expressions (AUC Press, 2014). He has been a visitor to, 
and resident of, Egypt since 1986.

Doriana Dimitrova is a Bulgarian photographer who has lived 
and worked in Cairo. She is the photographer of Cairo Inside 
Out (AUC Press, pbk, 2019) and of A Roving Eye: Head to Toe 
in Egyptian Arabic Expressions (AUC Press, 2014). 

Egypt – Illustrated Travel
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The city of a thousand minarets is also the city of eclectic modern constructions, turn-of-the-
century revivalism and romanticism, concrete expressionism, and modernist design. Yet while 
much has been published on Cairo’s ancient, medieval, and early-modern architectural heritage, 
the city’s modern architecture has to date not received the attention it deserves. Cairo since 1900: 
An Architectural Guide is the first comprehensive architectural guide to the constructions that 
have shaped and continue to shape the Egyptian capital since the early twentieth century.
 From the sleek apartment tower for Inji Zada in Ghamra designed by Antoine Selim Nahas in 
1937, to the city’s many examples of experimental church architecture, and visible landmarks 
such as the Mugamma and Arab League buildings, Cairo is home to a rich store of modernist 
building styles. Arranged by geographical area, the guide includes entries for more than 220 
buildings and sites of note, each entry consisting of concise, explanatory text describing the 
building and its significance accompanied by photographs, drawings, and maps. This pocket-
sized volume is an ideal companion for the city’s visitors and residents as well as an invaluable 
resource for scholars and students of Cairo’s architecture and urban history.

A unique, richly illustrated guide to Cairo’s modern architecture from the 
early twentieth century to the present day

Mohamed Elshahed 
Foreword by Mercedes Volait

Cairo since 1900
An Architectural Guide

Mohamed Elshahed is a researcher, curator, and 
specialist on architecture, design, and material 
culture in Egypt. He holds a PhD from New 
York University and an MA from MIT. He is the 
curator of the Modern Egypt Project at the British 
Museum and founder of Cairobserver.com.

Mercedes Volait is a research professor at
the CNRS (Centre national de la recherche
scientifique) in Paris and an associate researcher
at the Victoria and Albert Museum, London.
An architect and art historian by training,
she is the author of several books on the art  
and architecture of Cairo.

Cairo Architecture

Cairo since 1900 is a timely addition to our appreciation of Cairo’s urban fabric. 
With meticulous research and beautiful photographs, Elshahed offers us a 
unique survey of the city’s modernist architectural gems.”—Khaled Fahmy, 
University of Cambridge

‘‘
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Arab graphic design emerged in the early twentieth century out of a need to influence, and give 
expression to, the far-reaching economic, social, and political changes that were taking place 
in the Arab world at the time. But graphic design as a formally recognized genre of visual art 
only came into its own in the region in the twenty-first century and, to date, there has been no 
published study on the subject to speak of. A History of Arab Graphic Design traces the peo-
ple and events that were integral to the shaping of a field of graphic design in the Arab world. 
Examining the work of over eighty key designers from Morocco to Iraq, and covering the period 
from pre-1900 to the end of the twentieth century, Bahia Shehab and Haytham Nawar chart the 
development of design in the region, beginning with Islamic art and Arabic calligraphy, and their 
impact on Arab visual culture, through to the digital revolution and the arrival of the Internet. 
They look at how cinema, economic prosperity, and political and cultural events gave birth to 
and shaped the founders of Arab graphic design. Highlighting the work of key designers and 
stunningly illustrated with 360 color images, A History of Arab Graphic Design is an invaluable 
resource tool for graphic designers, one which, it is hoped, will place Arab visual culture and 
design on the map of a thriving international design discourse.

The first-ever book-length history of Arab graphic design

Bahia Shehab and Haytham NawarA History of Arab Graphic Design

Bahia Shehab is associate professor and founder 
of the graphic design program at the American 
University in Cairo. An artist, designer, and art 
historian, her work has received a number of 
international awards, including a TED Senior 
Fellowship, a Prince Claus Award, and the 
UNESCO-Sharjah Prize for Arab Culture. Her 
publications include A Thousand Times NO: 
The Visual History of Lam-Alif  (2010).

Haytham Nawar is assistant professor and 
director of the graphic design program at the 
American University in Cairo, as well as founder 
and artistic director of the Cairotronica, the Cairo 
Electronic and New Media Arts Festival. His work 
has been exhibited at many international exhi-
bitions, the latest of which was the 2015 Venice 
Biennial. He is a Fulbright alumni.

Graphic Design Textbook
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For sale only in the Middle East and the UK.

Analyzing the modernist art movement that arose in Cairo and Alexandria from the late 
nineteenth century through the 1960s, Alex Dika Seggerman reveals how the visual arts were 
part of a multifaceted transnational modernism. While the work of diverse, major Egyptian artists 
during this era may have appeared to be secular, she argues, it reflected the subtle but essential 
inflection of Islam, as a faith, history, and lived experience, in the overarching development of 
Middle Eastern modernity.
 Challenging typical views of modernism in art history as solely Euro-American, and expanding 
the conventional periodization of Islamic art history, Seggerman theorizes a “constellational 
modernism” for the emerging field of global modernism. Rather than seeing modernism in 
a generalized, hyperconnected network, she finds that art and artists circulated in distinct 
constellations that encompassed finite local and transnational relations. Such constellations, 
which could engage visual systems both along and beyond the Nile, from Los Angeles to Delhi, 
were materialized in visual culture that ranged from oil paintings and sculpture to photography 
and prints. Based on extensive research in Egypt, Europe, and the United States, this richly 
illustrated book poses a compelling argument for the importance of Muslim networks to global 
modernism.

A critical new study of the national and transnational networks 
and influences that shaped the modernist art movement in Egypt

Alex Dika Seggerman
Modernism on the Nile
Art in Egypt between the Islamic and the Contemporary

Alex Dika Seggerman is assistant professor of Islamic art history at Rutgers University–Newark.

In one of the most remarkable artistic pilgrimages in history, the nineteenth century saw scores of 
Western artists heading to the Middle East. Inspired by the allure of the exotic Orient, they went 
in search of subjects for their paintings. Orientalist Lives looks at what led this surprisingly diverse 
and idiosyncratic group of men—and some women—to often remote and potentially dangerous 
locations, from Morocco to Egypt, the Levant, and Turkey. There they lived, worked, and traveled 
for weeks or months on end, gathering material with which to create art for their clients back in 
the drawing rooms of Boston, London, and Paris.  
 Based on his research in museums, libraries, archives, galleries, and private collections across 
the world, James Parry traces these journeys of cultural and artistic discovery. From the early pio-
neer David Roberts through the heyday of leading stars such as Jean-Léon Gérôme and Frederick 
Arthur Bridgman, to Orientalism’s post-1900 decline, he describes how these traveling artists 
prepared for their expeditions, coped with working in unfamiliar and challenging surroundings, 
engaged with local people, and then took home to their studios the memories, sketches, and col-
lections of artifacts necessary to create the works for which their audiences clamored. 
 Excerpts from letters and diaries, including little-known accounts and previously unpublished 
material, as well as photographs, sketches, and other original illustrations, bring alive the impres-
sions, experiences, and careers of the Orientalists and shed light on how they created what are 
now once again recognized as masterpieces of art.

The colorful story of the nineteenth-century artists who traveled and painted 
the Middle East for an eager audience in Europe and America

James Parry is a writer and lecturer on the art, architecture, and history of the Middle East. He has 
worked in many countries across the region and for a wide range of publications and heritage 
organizations. He lives in Norfolk, England.
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LE850. $59.95. £45. World.
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Orientalist Lives
Western Artists in the Middle East, 1830–1920
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Egyptian Cinema

312pp. Flexibound. 220 color illus. Available. 
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A prolific film industry has flourished on the banks of the Nile since the earliest 
days of cinema, producing movies that have been hugely popular and immensely 
influential not only in Egypt but across the Arab world. Concentrating on produc-
tions written and produced entirely in Egypt, Sameh Fathy—a film critic with an 
encyclopedic knowledge of the history of Egyptian cinema—here selects the 101 
most important movies to come out of Cairo’s famous studios over the last eighty 
years. From classic comedies like Salama Is Fine to social dramas like The Second 
Wife, and from literary adaptations like The Call of the Curlew to masterpieces 
of the cinematic art like The Night of Counting the Years, the author introduces 
us to each film’s writers, producers, directors, and stars, and explains the movie’s 
particular historical, cultural, or artistic significance. Illustrated throughout with 
posters and stills from all the movies covered.

A bestselling thorough guide to the most important
productions of Egyptian cinema

Sameh Fathy
Translated by Sarah Enany

Classic Egyptian Movies
101 Must-See Films

Sameh Fathy is an Egyptian film critic and the author of several 
books in Arabic on cinema both Egyptian and worldwide. 

Sarah Enany, with a PhD in drama, is an assistant professor 
in the English Department of Cairo University. Her translation 
credits include the acclaimed Arabic version of Les Misérables 
and Kamal Ruhayyim’s Days in the Diaspora (AUC Press, 2012) 
and Menorahs and Minarets (AUC Press, 2017).

[A]n unparalleled introduction to Egyptian cinema.”—Arab News‘‘

Classic_Egyptian_Movies-FINAL.indd   152 29/05/2018   20:30

Classic_Egyptian_Movies-FINAL.indd   33 29/05/2018   20:22
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