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INTRODUCTION 

The area covered by this book is Egypt, at the northeasternmost corner of the African 
continent, and the Middle East. This region is often seen as synonymous with the desert 
and the popular image of vast tracts of arid dunes. While this may be true of certain 
areas, such as Arabia's Rub' al-Khali or Empty Quarter, and Egypt's Great Sand Sea in 
the Western Desert, Egypt includes the fertile Nile Delta and Valley, and the wider 
region includes mountain ranges, rich wetlands, mangroves, and extensive coastal 
habitat. Moreover, the desert itself is a varied habitat ranging from dune fields to barren 
hamada (rocky plains) and massifs gorged and riddled with wadis that are sometimes 
richly vegetated. Egypt alone has a species list approaching 500 birds, while the Arabian 
Peninsula supports a number of endemics, not least in the highlands of southern Arabia 
and Yemen. Perhaps the great attraction of the region to ornithologists, however, is 
the twice-yearly spectacle of migration. Each spring, tens of millions of migratory birds 
head north through the region from local or sub-Saharan wintering grounds to northern 
breeding quarters, and in the autumn the movement is reversed. For the largest birds, the 
larger raptors, cranes, storks, pelicans, and so on, the routes are channelled through specific 
migration hotspots, providing birdwatchers with one of nature's greatest spectacles. 

In Egypt, perhaps uniquely, the a vi fauna has been portrayed with great accuracy on the 
walls of tombs and temples many thousands of years old that can be visited to this day. 
Nowhere else in the world can you stand and admire the representation of the falcon-headed 
god Horus, at Korn Ombo in the Nile Valley, for instance, only to find that a pair of the 
living bird, the Common Kestrel, is breeding on a masonry ledge in that same temple today. 

This guide is ideal not just for the modern birdwatcher but also for the keen amateur 
visiting the ancient monuments throughout the Nile Valley and Delta, who can marvel 
at the representations on the comb walls, then identify the living counterparts that still 
abound today. On the tomb walls of Mereruka, Ti, and ldut at Saqqara, the birds of the 
long-drained papyrus swamps of the Valley and Delta can be identified to species level -
such is the accuracy of their portrayal. Pied Kingfishers hover over the swamp scenes as 
they do today over the Nile, while Purple Swamphens, egrets, and herons stalk the reeds. 
At Beni Hasan, in the tomb of Khnumhotep III, Pintails, Turtle Doves, Hoopoes, Masked 
and Red-backed Shrikes, and Common Redstarts are all painted in such detail that this 
book will help in identifying the species not just for the naturalist but for the Egyptologist. 

BIOGEOGRAPHY OF EGYPT & THE MIDDLE EAST 

Egypt is situated in northeastern Africa and is directly linked to the Middle East through the 
Sinai Peninsula. That connection today is only breached by the artificial Suez Canal. The 
Middle East proper, referred to throughout this book as the Region, is a much more complex 
entity in many ways, not least politically, geographically and, of concern here, biologically. 
Here the Middle East covers Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Israel and the Occupied Territories, 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain, United Arab Emirates, Oman, and Yemen (not 
including the island of Socotra). These diverse countries can be split into distinct subregions. 

Egypt today comprises an area of about l,019,449km2, of which some 18,000km2 
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■ B10GEOGRAPHY OF EGYPT & THE MIDDLE EAST ■

are in the southeasternmost corner of the country, known as the Sudan Government 
Administration Area, or Halaib Triangle. The significance of this area is that in biogeographical 
terms it is not part of the Western Palearctic. The official records of the Egyptian Ornithological 
Rarities Committee document 466 species from the country, including seven only recorded from 
the Halaib Triangle. There are no endemic bird species, probably largely due to the artificial 
borders of the modern state, based on political agreement rather than natu.ral boundaries such as 
rivers or mountains. While the popular perception of Egypt is that of pyramids and desert, the 
truth is rather different. Even the desert - and Egypt is widely quoted to be up to 96 per cent 
desert - is a surprisingly rich and varied habitat. 

Egypt has two coastlines. The northern Mediterranean coastline stretches from Sallum in the 
west on the Libyan border, east to Alexandria, and across the coastal lakes of the northern Nile 

Delta and farther across north Sinai. The coastal strip, referred to here as the North Coast 

between Sallum and Alexandria, is of particular importance. It is cooler and has higher rainfall 
than the rest of Egypt, and supports a distinctive flora and fauna. Some species, such as the 
Barbary Partridge and Dupont's Lark, may be locally extinct due to hunting and habitat 
destruction but others remain, such as the Common Raven, the rare Houbara Bustard, and the 
very local Thekla Lark and Red-rumped Wheatear. Farther east the lakes of the northern Delta, 
such as Maryut, Idku, Burullus, and Manzala, and on farther to Bardawil in northern Sinai, 
support a rich avifauna hosting large flocks of waterfowl and waders in winter, along with gulls, 
including Audouin's Gull, and tern species, egrets, and herons, and smaller numbers of Greater 
Flamingo. On migration, 
and especially in autumn, these same areas, as the first landfall for birds crossing the 
Mediterranean heading south, offer fabulous birdwatching opportunities. Sadly, there is a long 
history of bird netting across the North Coast, ostensibly for the Common Quail, but the nets do 
not discriminate and each year millions of birds die on passage. 

The Red Sea coast is very different. It runs some 800km from the Sudanese border north to 
Hurghada, where it splits into the western Gulf of Suez and the eastern Gulf of Aqaba. The Red 
Sea supports some of the richest ( in terms of biodiversity) coral reefs in the world, as well as 
extensive mangroves. Bird species include breeding populations of the nearendemic White-eyed 
Gull and Sooty Gull, terns such as Caspian, White-cheeked, Lesser Crested, Crested and Bridled, 
Brown Boobies, and one of the densest breeding populations of Ospreys. 

Mainland Egypt consists mostly of desert, split between the Western Desert west of the Nile 

and the Eastern Desert to the east. The former is a vast expanse of relatively low-lying, flat 
hamada desert - indeed the Qattara Depression to the north lies up to 134m below sea level. 
Running diagonally across the Western Desert from northwest to southeast is an extensive area of 
dune-land known as the Great Sand Sea, while in the southwestern corner are some of the driest 
and hottest places on the planet, but even here life persists. Characteristic species include Desert 
and Bar-tailed Larks, and the White-crowned Wheatear. Scattered across the Western Desert are 
a series of oases - Kharga, Dakhla, Farafra, Bahariya, and to the west Siwa - referred to here 

collectively as the Western Oases. These outposts, plus many much smaller and isolated oases, 
including acacia groves 
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■ BroGEOGRAPHY OF EGYPT & THE MIDDLE EAST ■

in the Qattara Depression, not only support populations of breeding species but during 
spring and autumn attract legions of migrating birds. At these times of year any pocket of 
vegetation in the vastness of the desert is worth checking out for migrants. Whereas in 
the Nile Valley the Hooded Crow is the common crow species, over much of the Western 
Desert and indeed Eastern Desert, the all-black Brown-necked Raven is prevalent. 

To the east, the Eastern Desert is very different. T his is mountainous desert that runs 
north from the border with Sudan to Suez and is riddled east and west with deep wadis, of 
which Wadi Degla, just outside Cairo, is one of the most northerly. While some species are 
shared with its western counterpart, distinctive birds of the Eastern Desert include breeding 
Egyptian Vultures, and Lappet-faced Vultures, Scrub Warblers, and Trumpeter Finches (also 
found in the Western Oases). In the very southeastern most corner of Egypt's Eastern Desert, 
in the Halaib Triangle mentioned above, a number of species found nowhere else in Egypt 
breed on and around Gebel Elba, such as the Shining Sun bird and Fulvous Babbler. 

Separating the Western and Eastern Deserts is the Nile Valley, referred to here simply as 
the Valley, which runs its way north via a large curve at modern Qena to the great fan of 
the Nile Delta, referred to here as the Delta. This is a landscape almost entirely moulded 
by humans, having been settled for much of the last 5,000 years. Very few areas of natural 
Nilotic vegetation remain, most notably on Ghazal and Saluga Islands just to the south of 
Aswan, and to the north of the High Dam. South of the High Dam the Valley has been 
flooded by the artificial creation of Lake Nasser. Today this lake not only supports Egypt's 
last population of Nile Crocodiles but also large populations of wintering waterfowl, waders 
and the bulk of Egypt's breeding population of the Egyptian Goose. In recent decades the 
African Pied Wagtail has established itself as a breeding resident on the lake shores, while 
other African species, such as the Pink-backed Pelican, Yellow-billed Stork, and Namaqua 
Dove, are now regular visitors. 

North of Aswan, the Valley and Delta support an avifauna in some ways familiar to a 
visitor with European experience but in other ways distinctive. The House Sparrow is one 
of the most common species in and around Cairo, but then so is the Common Bulbul, and 
while the Eurasian Collared Dove has established a foothold in Egypt, the common urban 
dove is the Laughing Dove. Even in central Cairo a walk along the Nile can reveal the 
Little Bittern, Cattle Egret, Squacco Heron, and Little and Great Egrets. 

A number of African species make their way down the Nile to Egypt. One of the 
characteristic birds of the river is the Pied Kingfisher, which is readily seen hovering just as 
depicted by the ancient Egyptians. Another kingfisher, the White-throated Kingfisher, is a 
recent colonist that has rapidly expanded its range west to Faiyum, and south at least as far 
as Minya, with unconfirmed reports from Luxor. Other African species include the Senegal 
Thick-knee, Kittlitz's Plover, and Senegal Coucal. In the countryside the Black-winged 
Kite, Little Green Bee-eater, and Crested Lark are familiar species, while the Delta is a 
stronghold for the secretive Painted Snipe. 

Egypt is contiguous with the Middle East, or was until the completion of the Suez Canal 
in 1869, through the Sinai Peninsula, an inverted triangle of land some 61,000km' in area. 
While the north is relatively low lying, with sandy plains and low hills, a dominant feature 

6 

--



-1-
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of the south is the mountainous area around Saint Catherine, famous for its monastery 
and Mount Sinai (though at 2,641m Gebel Katrin is the highest point). Characteristic 
birds of these mountains include the Chukar, White-spectacled Bulbul, Palestine Sunbird, 
Tristram's Starling, and Sinai Rosefinch. While Hume's Owl is also found very sparsely in 
the Eastern Desert and Arabia, southern Sinai at Wadi Feiran probably affords the best 
chance of finding this rare and little-known species. In the northeasternmost corner of 
Sinai a number of species, such as the Syrian Woodpecker, Great Tit, and Serin, more 

widespread elsewhere in the Region, just creep into Egypt in and around Rafah. 
Sinai thus provides a neat bridge inro the region widely known as the Middle East. 

Covering the modern states detailed above, the Region is widely stereotyped, just as Egypt 
is, as a desert region. While this may be a true picture at least in part - the vast Arabian 
Desert, for example, dominates that peninsula - just as in Egypt, the desert regions are 
surprisingly varied. The landscape in north Syria is dominated in the east by the Syrian 

Desert, which is largely flat and low lying, while ro the west it becomes more mountainous, 
culminating in Syria's highest peak, Mt Hermon at 2,814m. To the south, and sharing a 

Mediterranean coast, lies Lebanon, dominated by the Lebanon Mountains, rising to more 
than 3,000m. A major feature is the Bekaa Valley, running parallel to the coast and the 

source of the Asi and Litani Rivers. At one time these mountains were heavily forested 
with various Pinus species, oaks, and of course the Lebanese Cedar. Today little of these 

forests remains, almost entirely due to human agency. Much of western Syria, Lebanon, 
parts of western Jordan and the coastal areas co the south are termed collectively here as 
the Levant for brevity rather than historical accuracy. This area includes a number of very 
localized species, including those rare elsewhere in the region, such as the Black Francolin, 

breeding Lesser Kestrel, Eurasian Scops Owl, and enigmatic Syrian Serin. In southern Syria 
and northern Jordan, an unusually dark form of the Desert Lark is found. 

Moving south towards the Arabian Peninsula, the area is dominated by the Naqab 
Desert and the desert tracts of Jordan from the Dead Sea east towards Iraq. Again for 
convenience rather than geographic accuracy, these areas are collectively referred to as 
the Naqab. One of the most spectacular and most visited sites in Jordan is the Nabataean 
city of Petra. Here, watch out for Fan-tailed Ravens, Tristram's Starlings, and Sinai 
Rosefinches. The shores of the Dead Sea, the lowest-lying place on the planet, are home to 
the diminutive and local near-endemic Dead Sea Sparrow. 

The Arabian Peninsula, referred to in the text as Arabia, is the world's largest peninsula 

at some 3,23 7,500km2, the vast majority of which is the state of Saudi Arabia. It has no 
permanent rivers and has a predominantly hot and very dry climate, with local exceptions 
discussed below. 

The western coastline of the Arabian Peninsula borders the Red Sea and shares much 
of the avifauna of the Egyptian Red Sea. However, in the southeast there are breeding 
colonies of Pink-backed Pelicans, Saunder's Little Terns (recently confirmed in Egypt), 
and Brown Noddys. The taxonomic status of the Mangrove Reed Warbler, which breeds 
in the southern mangroves, is under debate. The western part of Arabia is defined by the 
Hijaz and Asir Mountains that run parallel to the coast from north ofTaif south to the 
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■ BroGEOGRAPHY OF EGYPT & THE MIDDLE EAST ■

highlands of Yemen. This southeastern corner of the Arabian Peninsula is fascinating from 
an ornithological perspective, with a variety of species endemic to the peninsula, such as 
the Arabian Woodpecker, Yemen Warbler, Yemen Thrush, Arabian Waxbill, and Arabian 
and Yemen Serins. A number of African species are also found here, such as the Hamerkop 
and Little Rock Thrush. 

Perhaps the most interesting area of the southern part of the Arabian Peninsula is the 
southern Oman region of Dhofar. The climate here is governed by the summer monsoon, 
supporting a very different flora and fauna to most of the peninsula. While much of 
northern Oman supports species from the Western Palearctic and Oriental biomes, Dhofar 
has many Afrocropical species, such as Bruce's Green Pigeon, African Paradise Flycatcher, 
Abyssinian White-eye, and Rlippell's Weaver. Macqueen's Bustard also breeds here. On 
the coast of the Gulf of Aden and Arabian Sea, the Brown Booby is joined by breeding 
colonies of the Masked Booby, while offshore look out for seabird species such as the 
Persian Shearwacer, which also breeds, and Jouanin's Petrel. 

Much of Oman's interior and the north include a more desert avifauna chat has a closer 
affinity to the Western Palearctic and Oriental fauna! regions. In the mountains that rise 
from the shores of the Gulf of Oman, Hume's Wheacear is a distinctive species, while the 
familiar Chukar is largely replaced by Arabian and Sand Partridges. In Muscat at Al Qurm 
Park, the Grey Francolin occurs alongside the Red-wattled Lapwing, Indian Roller, and 
Purple Sunbird. 

The countries of the eastern Arabian Peninsula, namely che United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), Qatar, Bahrain, and Kuwait, are for the most part very hot throughout the year, 
with very little rainfall. Here, these countries and the coastal regions of Saudi Arabia 
along the Arabian Gulf are collectively termed the Gulf. Many of the birds here are desert 
species such as the Black-crowned Sparrow-lark, Greater Hoopoe Lark, Temminck's Lark, 
and in summer the Rufous-tailed Scrub Robin. In winter Kuwait offers a good chance of 
seeing the Grey Hypocolius, a regional specialty. The gardens of the UAE and neighboring 
states are also good for native White-eared and White-spectacled Bulbuls, and introduced 
Red-whiskered and Red-vented Bulbuls. 

The Arabian Gulf also supports important breeding colonies of seabirds, including the 
near-endemic Sococra Cormorant. Ocher species include terns such as White-cheeked and 
Bridled Terns, and the Sooty Gull. The enigmatic Crab Plover breeds here in colonies, 
the only wader to nest in self-excavated burrows. Its range extends around the Arabian 
coast and it also breeds on the shores of the Arabian Red Sea, dispersing in winter. The 
mangroves support many heron and egret species and, just as in the Red Sea, breeding 
Western Reef Herons and Eurasian Spoonbills. 

MIGRATION 

Bird migration is one of the great enigmas and spectacles of the natural world, and Egypt 
and the Middle East constitute a region at the very hub of one of the great migration 
corridors of the world. Many smaller species, including the vast majority of passerines, 
migrate on a broad front, but the larger birds - the large raptors, cranes, pelicans, storks, 
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and others - are channeled through specific corridors. These species rely on thermals of 
hot air to provide them with lift and drive as they travel vast distances between northern 
breeding grounds and southern wintering grounds either within the Region or farther 
south, often in sub-Saharan Africa. That these corridors are predictable and geographically 
specific makes the Region one of the most sought-after locations for birdwatchers. 

Having bred in Europe and western Asia, many of the larger species head south in 
autumn, after exploiting fully the rich food resources of their summer breeding quarters. 
Open flight across the Mediterranean or any other area of open sea is too energy sapping 
and inefficient for these birds, which rely on rising columns of hot air known as thermals 
to maintain their height and distance. The Bosphorus in northwestern Turkey is a major 
migration hub, as the birds head south through Syria and Lebanon and continue down the 
Mediterranean coast, and also through the northern extremities of the Great Rift Valley 
down to Sinai. Northern Sinai in autumn is a fabulous location to witness this fly-past, 
but the birds continue south on both sides of the Red Sea. In Egypt, Suez at the head of 
the Gulf of Aqaba and Ras Mohamed at the southern tip of Sinai can host thousands 
upon thousands of migrating raptors and other large birds. North of the tourist resorcs of 
Hurghada and the Red Sea, Gebel Zeit at the mouth of the Gulf of Suez is an amazing 
migration hub. The Nile Valley is also a major corridor. 

In spring the corridor reverses - not exactly but broadly - and the birds make their 

way north back to their breeding grounds. April at Ain Suhkna south of Suez is a prime 
migration hotspot. Here rhe high cliffs char tower over the small town, now a major resort, 
provide thermals and hence impetus to the vast flocks as they head north. There are few 
greater spectacles in the natural world. 

It is not just the big birds, though. Egypt and the Middle East lie between the breeding 
and wintering grounds of many hundreds of other migratory birds, from swallows, martins, 
pipits and wagtails, warblers, and flycatchers, to chats, finches, and buntings. Some stay 
over winter, while others head still farther south even as far as South Africa. In spring 
and autumn, when this great movement takes place, virtually any garden, tussock, farm or 
oasis is worth a stop, and scanning any area of water, however ephemeral, is worthwhile for 

waders, waterfowl, crakes or even marsh terns such as the Whiskered Tern or the stunning 
White-winged Tern, although the latter also breeds along the Gulf. In Cairo one of the 
joys of spring occurs from mid-April onwards, when huge flocks of migrating European 
Bee-eaters pass over, heading north. The Blue-cheeked Bee-eater also passes through, 

although some individuals remain to breed. 
Elsewhere in the Region the pattern remains the same, with any area of water or 

vegetation, however small or remote, worth inspecting. Bird migration does not recognize 
national boundaries or distance. In summer 2020 a paper delivered at the annual 

conference of the Ornithological Society of the Middle East (OSME) reported that a 
Common Cuckoo that had been ringed in Mongolia, had headed south and west over 
Asia, across Arabia to Socotra (politically part of Yemen), and on to East Africa. That this 
was also part of an educational project between schools in Mongolia and Yemen (Socotra) 

truly reflects the international nature of bird migration. 
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How To UsE Tms BooK 

Each of the 280 bird species most likely to be encountered in Egypt and the Region has 
its own entry accompanied by a photograph showing the bird in typical plumage. Where 
there are major differences between the sexes or over seasons, subsidiary photographs are 
included. Where similar species have been identified in the text, a thumbnail showing 
these birds is included where space permits. The species order follows chat of the latest 
official EORC Checklist of 2019. Where the species has never been recorded in Egypt but 
is found elsewhere in the Region, the order generally follows chat published by the OSME. 
The species descriptions are organized as follows. 

SPECIES NAME & MEASUREMENTS 

Boch the common English name and scientific name are provided. The English name in 
bold is the most widely accepted name across the literature and generally follows the name 
used in the official EORC Checklist of Egyptian Birds. However, names are constantly 
changing. Where there are widely used alternative names, these are given in parentheses 
below the main names. The scientific name in italics again generally follows the EORC 
Checklist. Taxonomy is constantly changing and occasionally there are differences 
associated with such changes. For instance, the Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubiwr in the 
current book follows the latest edition of Svennson, Mullarney, & Zetterstrom, but in the 
Checklist appears as the Southern Grey Shrike L.meridionalis. Ocher examples include 
Barbary Falcon Falco pelegrinoides and Pharaoh Eagle Owl Bubo ascalaphus. These taxonomic 
discrepancies may have little impact on the ID for the average observer in the field. 

The length of each bird is given in centimetres. Where there is a substantial difference 
in length between races or sexes, a range may be given. For instance, in many raptors the 
female is often larger than the male. In birds such as bee-eaters and terns, where there are 
long tail streamers adding greatly to the length, these are further detailed in parentheses 
with an approximate length in centimetres. For larger species or for species most often seen 
in flight, the wingspan (abbreviated to WS) is also included. 

DESCRIPTION 

A short general description is given for each species, followed by overall plumage details 
and bare parts (bill, legs, and so on) using the descriptors in the glossary. Differences 
between the sexes or seasonal plumages, and distinctive juvenile plumage, are described 
if important, as well as details of the bird's appearance in flight. Similar species, named in 
bold, perhaps less common or less likely to be seen, may also be briefly described after the 
description of the main species. 

VOICE 

Transcribing bird song and calls into the written word can be very challenging. The 
renderings generally follow the key literature on the birds of the region, augmented by 
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■GLOSSARY ■

crown Top of head. 
crown-stripe Distinct line from forehead along centre of crown. 
culmen Top edge of upper mandible. 
ear-coverts Feathers covering ear opening. Often distinctly colored. 
eclipse Non-breeding plumage of ducks where males often look much like females. 
endemic Indigenous and confined to particular place or region. 
eye-ring Contrasting ring around eye. 
eye-stripe Stripe through eye. 
extinct No longer in existence. 
family Specified group of genera. 
foraging Search for food. 
flank Side of body. 
foreneck Lower throat. 
form Broadly synonymous with subspecies. 
gape Basal part of beak. 
genus Group of related species. 
hackles Long and pointed neck feathers. 
hepatic Refers to rust- or liver-colored plumage phase, mainly in female cuckoos. 
immature Not yet adult. 
iris Colored eye membrane surrounding pupil. 
juvenile Young - in first plumage of bird. 
khorr Flooded or seasonally flooded desert valley, for example on Lake Nasser. 
lanceolate Lance shaped; slim and pointed. 
lore(s) Between base of bill and eye. 
malar Stripe on side of throat. 
mandible Each of two parts of bil I. 
mangroves Trees of various species, such as Avicennia spp., forming important intertidal 
habitat. 
mantle Back, between wings. 
mask Dark plumage around eyes and ear-coverts. 
morph One of several distinct types of plumage in the same species. 
moult Seasonal shedding of plumage. 
nape Back of neck. 
nocturnal Active at night. 
nominate First subspecies to be formally named. 
non-passerine All orders of birds except passerines. 
oasis More or less isolated water source and vegetation in desert. 
order Group of related families. 
Palearctic Old World and arctic zone. 
passerine Member of the order Passeriformes, commonly known as perching birds. 
pelagic Ocean-going. 
pied Black and white. 
plumage Feathers of a bi rd. 
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■ GLOSSARY ■

primaries Outer flight feathers in wing. 
primary projection On resting bird, projection of primaries beyond tertials. 
race Subspecies. 
range Geographical area or areas inhabited by a species. 
raptors Birds of prey and vultures, excluding owls. 
rump Lower back. 
scapulars Feathers along edge of mantle. 
scree Loose boulders, rocks, and stones at bases or lower slopes of cliffs - also talus. 
speculum Area of color on secondary feathers of wings, for example in ducks. 
spangles Distinctive white or shimmering spots in plumage. 
species Groups of birds reproductively isolated from other such groups. 
streamers Long extensions to feathers, usually of tail. 
subspecies Distinct form that does not have specific status. 
supercilium Streak above eye. 
talons Strong, sharp claws used to seize or kill prey. 
tarsus Lower part of leg. 
terminal band Broad band on tip of feather or tail. 
tertials Innermost wing-coverts, often covering secondaries. 
trousers Feathered legs of large birds of prey, for example Aquila eagles. 
underparts Undersurface of bird from throat to vent. 
underwing Undersurface of wing including linings and flight feathers. 
underwing-coverts Plumage covering underside bases of primaries and secondaries. 
undertail-coverts Plumage covering tail-base beyond vent. 
upperparts Upper surface of bird, including wings, back, and tail. 
uppertail-coverts Plumage covering base of uppertail below rump. 
upperwing-coverts Plumage covering upperside bases of primaries and secondaries. 
vagrant Accidental, irregular. 
vent Undertail area. 
wadi Seasonal or dry desert valley. 
wing-coverts Small feathers on wing at bases of primaries and secondaries. 
wingspan Length from one wing-tip to the other when fully extended. 
winter plumage Plumage seen during non-breeding winter months. 
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■ DucKs & GEESE ■ 

Egyptian Goose ■ Alopochen aegyptiaca 70cm ws 144cm

DESCRIPTION Distinctive small goose. 
Brown-buff above; darker on back and rump 
with pale grey underparts and buff on breast 
with dark spot. Neck and head pale grey 
with dark brown patch around eye and dark 
collar. Tail black. Bill pink with black tip. 
Legs dark red and rather long. In flight note 
white wing-panels and green speculum. 
VOICE Braying haah haah haah ... and 
hissing. DISTRIBUTION In Egypt common 
resident in Nile Valley from Aswan south, 
sometimes in large flocks with winter 
dispersal north to Cairo. Feral population 
in UAE and escapes recorded elsewhere. 
HABITAT ANO HABITS Large inland 
waters including lakes and rivers. Grazes on 
fields and grassland. 

Ruddy Shelduck ■ Tadomaferruginea64cm ws 130cm

DESCRIPTION Size of small goose. Adult bright cinnamon-brown throughout with black 
tail. Head and neck pale buff with narrow black collar (absent in female and non-breeding 
male). Bill black. Legs black. In flight shows black flight feathers, bold white panel, and 
dark green speculum. Common Shelduck T. tadoma, black and white with bottle-green 
head, chestnut breast-band, and red bill, is passage and winter visitor. VOICE Nasal 
honking and strident aang in flight. DISTRIBUTION In Egypt rare in winter and on 
passage to Delta and Valley; also north Sinai. In Region in winter and on passage especially 
in Levant. May breed in eastern Arabia. HABITAT AND HABITS Generally inland on 
lake shores, along riversides and marshes, wet fields, and pasture. 

Ruddy Shelduck Common Shelduck 
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II DUCKS & GEESE ■ 

Eurasian Wigeon ■ Anas penelope 48cm ws 80cm 
DESCRIPTION Rather small, rounded duck. Male largely grey above and on flanks. Breast 
pinkish-brown and belly white. Head rounded; chestnut-brown with forehead to crown 
pale buff. Bill small, pale grey, and with black tip. Female darkish grey-brown; more reddish 
below with white belly. Bill as 
male. In flight pointed tail and 
in male large white patch on 
wing. VOICE Male has loud, 
whistled weeeooo and female 
a growl. DISTRIBUTION 

Throughout Egypt and Region 
widespread winter visitor and 
on passage. HABITAT AND 

HABITS Areas of fresh water 
such as marshes, lakes, and 
rivers. On passage also on 
coastal lagoons, estuaries, and 
salt marshes. 

Gad wall ■ Anas screpera 52cm ws 88cm 
DESCRIPTION Slightly smaller than Mallard (p. 16). Male appears rather uniform grey 
at any distance, but with clear black rear. At closer range note brownish-grey head and 
small white patch on wing with chestnut and black in flight. Bill dark. Female similar 
to female Mallard but with greyer head, pale throat, and dark bill with orange sides. In 
flight note white belly and white speculum. VOICE Short arkh, Mallard-like quacking. 
DISTRIBUTION In Egypt in small numbers in winter in Delta and Valley and northern 
lakes. Occasional elsewhere. In Region widespread throughout in winter and on passage. 
HABITAT AND HABITS Wetland areas including lakes, rivers, and marshes, but rarely on 
coast. 
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■ DucKs & GEESE ■ 

Eurasian Teal II Anas crecca L 36cm ws 61cm 

DESCRIPTION Smallest dabbling duck. Male small, compact duck, largely grey with 
white stripe sometimes dear along side and black-bordered, buff rear. Head dark chestnut 
with glossy dark green around and behind eye edged with yellow. Breast buff, speckled 

dark. Female like very small Mallard 
(below) - bill often with orange at base. 
Garganey (opposite) has plainer head 
pattern, smaller bill, and pale margin to 
tail. In flight shows glossy green speculum 
clearly bordered white. VOICE Male's 
clear whistle similar to Northern Pintail's 
(opposite); otherwise short, rather 
high-pitched quack. DlSTRIBUTION 

Common throughout Egypt and Region, 
widespread winter visitor and on passage. 
HABITAT AND HABITS Areas of fresh 
water such as lakes and rivers. On passage 
also seen on coastal lagoons and estuaries. 

Mallard ■ Anas platyrhynchos 55cm ws 93cm

DESCRIPTION Wild ancestor of domestic duck, to which other species can be compared. 
Male dark grey above; paler grey below with purple-brown breast and clear-cut black rear. 
Head bottle-green with thin white collar. Tail white. Bill yellow. Female mottled brown 
throughout with darker crown and eye-stripe. Bill dark orange. In flight shows bright blue 
speculum bordered white. VOICE Soft quack, harsher when agitated. DlSTRIBUTION In 
Egypt widespread winter visitor and passage to Delta and Valley, Western Oases, and north 
Sinai. Local resident breeder, for example in Cairo. In Region, Levant, and scattered feral 
breeding populations in Arabia and Gulf. Widespread in winter throughout. HABITAT 

AND HABITS Any area of wetlands including lakes, rivers, and estuaries. Feral Mallards 
often have large patches of white. 




