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Scanning the Pharaohs is organized into 13 chapters, 
each of which focus on a particular subject, monarch, 
or dynasty. The mummies of Kings Tutankhamun, 
Ramesses II, and Merenptah, Queens Nefertiti and 
Hatshepsut, as well as many other royals are discussed 
in this book. Throughout the text are highlighted sec-
tions that contain interesting information such as the 
contents of Queen Hatshepsut’s box and the quest to 
find Mutodjmet’s remains. There also are informa-
tional tables present throughout the book; these tables 
allow the reader to easily reference organized mate-
rial such as a mummy’s age, stature, and presentation 
status as revealed by multidetector computed tomog-
raphy, as well as computed tomography densities 
of materials related to mummification and a listing 
of general computed tomography findings for each 
mummy.

This unique content might not interest everyone. 
However, as someone who dreamed of becoming an 
archaeologist as a child and became a radiologic tech-
nologist, this book was incredibly appealing. Imaging 
professionals and those who are interested in ancient 
history will find this book fascinating.

Patti Hensel, MSHSA, R.T.(R)(N), CNMT, PET
Practice Manager
New York Oncology Hematology
Amsterdam, New York

Scanning the Pharaohs: CT Imaging of the New 
Kingdom Royal Mummies is a fascinating and well-
organized book that can reignite childhood dreams of 
becoming an archaeologist. Authors Zahi Hawass and 
Sahar Saleem take the reader on a captivating journey 
to examine royal mummies from the 18th through the 
20th Egyptian dynasties. Using modern technology to 
study these mummies, hidden information is revealed.

This book begins by describing the various imag-
ing (eg, radiography, computed tomography) that have 
been used previously to study mummies. The authors 
identify multidetector computed tomography and its 
associated image analysis and reconstruction capabili-
ties as the latest advancements in imaging mummies. 
Next, the authors delve into detailed case studies that 
offer historical background and information, photo-
graphs, radiographs and reconstructions, and image 
interpretation. Hawass and Saleem describe how the 
collective evidence sheds new light on conspiracy 
theories, causes of death, and family histories of the 
royal mummies.

Scanning the Pharaohs: CT Imaging of the New 
Kingdom Royal Mummies
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Imaging professionals and those who are 
interested in ancient history will find this 
book fascinating.
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