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about this book

about this book
this book is not a history of auC. For that there is Lawrence R. 

Murphy’s The American University in Cairo: 1919–1987 and  
thomas a. Lamont’s The American University in Cairo 1987–1995.  
if you want to know who was dean of faculties in 1967, Murphy is your 
man. Who stepped down as board chairman in 1990? Consult Lamont. 
instead, this book is a celebration of auC. it is one hundred short stories 
(some are historical in focus, many are not)—one hundred snapshots, 
all of which, it is hoped, taken together combine to capture something 
of the spirit of this unique american–Egyptian educational and cultural 
institution. it collects voices and memories, raids the archive for key 
documents and intriguing items of ephemera, and showcases evocative 
imagery, some vintage, some photographed only recently. it also draws 
on a century of published work about auC, from brochures and letters  
to student newspapers, magazines, and online posts. 

this is not a book to be read from front to back (or back to front), it 
is a book to be dipped into. it is not comprehensive—and, indeed, could 
never be—but if you have been a student at auC, if you have taught or 
worked here, if you attended movies or theatre here, if you browsed the 
bookstore and read your purchases in the shade of the garden trees, then 
you are part of the family, and this book is about you. 

 Almost the beginning: the staff 
of 1921 (minus founder and first 
president Charles Watson), on the 
steps in front of the main building 
entrance
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History

1854 The American Mission begins its 
work in Egypt

1871 17 July, birth of Charles Watson, 
in Egypt to American Presbytarian 
missionary parents

1899 Three American missionaries call 
for the establishment of an English-
language Christian college in Cairo, 
similar to those already in existence in 
Beirut and Istanbul 

1912 Charles Watson completes a 
report outlining a vision for a “Christian 
University in Cairo” (pp12–15)

1913 Fundraising begins in the United 
States for the new university

1919 Purchase completed of the Khairy 
Palace on what is now Tahrir Square 
(pp24–27). 11 July, the American 
University at Cairo is incorporated in 
Washington DC (p18)

A lot has  
happened between 
the founding of the 
university in 1919 

and today

A Century 
in the life 

of AuC

1 1920 5 October, the university opens 
its College of Arts and Sciences. Tuition 
is set at le16 a year, while compulsory 
midday lunches cost a further le13.50 
a year

1921 An existing missionary school, 
called the Cairo Study Center, is 
integrated into AUC and renamed the 
School of Oriental Studies

1923 AUC holds its first 
commencement, with diplomas 
awarded to twenty graduates 

1924 AUC degrees recognized by the 
New York State Board of Regents as 
equivalent to junior college degrees.  
A third unit is added to AUC, called the 
Division of Extension (now the School 
of Continuing Education). The first 
campus newspaper, The AUC Review, 
is issued (pp122–25) 

1925 Land is purchased on Pyramids 
Road as the site for a future campus 
(pp20–23). The first university-level 
courses are offered

1926 The Old Boys’ Club is created 
to keep alumni involved with the 
university

1928 AUC welcomes first female 
student, Eva Habib al-Masri (pp106–
07). First university-level bachelor’s 
degrees awarded to three students. 
Ewart Hall is opened (pp182–85)

CHarles Watson 
1919–44 

See page 13

“the American university at Cairo is a 
Bridge of friendliness between America  
and egypt, between the West and the east.”
Charles Watson, AUC founder and first president
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the founding the 1920s

Prince Ahmed Fouad at the Khairy Palace in 
1909, ten years before its purchase by AUC
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AN AUC TIME LINE

1940 King Abdullah of Jordan visits 
AUC 

1941 AUC hosts classes and 
special concerts in Ewart Hall for 
American soldiers in Egypt 

1942 Foreign faculty are 
evacuated, some to Khartoum 
(pp50–53). Students petition 
the Ministry of War to allow an 
instructor to teach them military 
formations

1944 The Lincoln School is 
founded to handle preparatory 
classes, leaving AUC to operate 
primarily as a university

1945 Charles Watson retires and 
is honored by King Farouk with the 
Order of Ismail —the first time this 
honor has been confered on an 
American

1948 Charles Watson dies in Bryn 
Mawr, Pennsylvania on 11 January

1950 First graduate degree awarded 
at June commencement, an MA 
in Arabic language and literature 
from the School of Oriental Studies. 
Having failed to get funding for a 
new campus on Pyramids Road, the 
university abandons the plan 

1951 Last preparatory class 
graduates from Lincoln School, 
making AUC strictly a university-
level institution. Ford Foundation 
grants $85,000 to launch the Social 
Research Center (pp188–91), which 
opens two years later

1953 Hill House is formally 
dedicated as the first student 
dormitory on campus

1954 Former Egyptian president 
Mohamed Naguib and newly 
inaugurated president Gamal 
Abdel Nasser attend AUC’s Arabic 
Language Day Convocation

1955 The US office of AUC moves 
from Philadelphia to New York

1956 The School of Oriental 
Studies becomes the Center for 
Arabic Studies

1957 Political science and 
psychology majors are introduced

1959 Hill House is rededicated  
as a library

1931 The university gains a fourth 
unit, the Department of Education. 
The AUC Review sponsors Miss 
AUC (pp110–13). The Old Boys’ 
Club develops into the Alumni 
Association

1932 Dedication of a new School 
of Oriental Studies building, which 
includes Oriental Hall 

1934 AUC enrollment reaches 155; 
fifteen are women (pp108–09)

1937 AUC begins courses in 
journalism. Umm Kulthoum gives 
a series of performances at Ewart 
Hall broadcast on Egyptian radio 
(pp212–13)

1938 Campus Caravan replaces 
The AUC Review

1939 The Second World War 
begins and the AUC community 
forms an Air Raid Protection 
Committee

JoHn BaDeaU
1944–53

 See page 35

raymonD mclaIn 
1954–63

 See page 57

“An American university located 
at Cairo has an unparalleled
responsibility and opportunity.”
John Badeau, AUC’s second president 

the 1930s the 1940s the 1950s

Spiffy looking students of the 1930s

Saturday afternoon callisthenics
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History

1972 AUC Press obtains English-
language rights to nine novels by 
Naguib Mahfouz (pp240–42)

1973 Classes are briefly suspended 
again by war with Israel 

1974 Egypt’s Ministry of Higher 
Education recognizes all but three 
AUC degrees as equivalent to those 
offered by Egyptian universities 

1975 Egyptian government 
relinquishes control of AUC. 
Protocol issued between AUC and 
the Egyptian government (pp48–
49). Introduction of a minor in 
computer science

1976 Fire halts work on the 
building of a new $3.25m library 
on the Greek Campus and damages 
the adjacent theater

1978 AUC Press publishes its first 
Naguib Mahfouz novel in English 
(Miramar)

1980 AUC’s Center for Middle East 
Management Studies opens

1982 Construction is completed 
on the new library on the Greek 
Campus. AUC receives its largest 
single donation ($5,500,000) from 
Yousef Jameel (’68) 

1983 Students strike over tuition 
fees (pp114–16)

1984 AUC creates a stand-alone 
engineering department. AUC 
awards first honorary doctorate 
degree to architect Hassan Fathy

1985 A training project initiated in 
1979 is given permanent status and 
renamed the Desert Development 
Center (pp202–05) 

1986 An Egyptology major is 
established (pp153–55)

1987 Publication of Lawrence 
Murphy’s The American University 
in Cairo: 1919–1987

1988 Naguib Mahfouz is awarded 
the Nobel Prize for literature and 
credits the AUC Press with helping 
him achieve global recognition 
(pp240–42)

1989 A new Core Curriculum 
is introduced (pp38–41). The 
Model United Nations is launched 
(pp246–48)

1960 Dr Hanna Rizk is named 
vice-president, becoming the first 
Egyptian to hold a top post at 
AUC. The AUC Press is established 
(pp44–47). The Ford Foundation 
grants $100,000 for an ethnological 
survey of Nubia (pp182–85) 

1961 AUC’s name changes from 
“at” Cairo to “in” Cairo (p19) 

1963 For the first time Muslim and 
Christian students are about equal 
in numbers on campus 

1964 AUC buys two schools 
from the Greek community, land 
on Sharia Falaki for a hostel, and 
residential properties in Maadi

1966 Completion of the Science 
Building

1967 The universtiy is closed by 
war and sequestered (pp58–61). 
Center for Arabic Study Abroad is 
established (pp234–36)

the 1960s the 1970s the 1980s

Science blossomed at AUC in the sixties

Study abroad students on campus

rICHarD PeDersen 
1977–90

 See page 187

tHomas Bartlett
1963–69

 See page 60

CHrIstoPHer tHoron 
1969–74

 See page 81

CeCIl ByrD
1974–77

 See page 49
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AN AUC TIME LINE

2003 The design of the New 
Cairo Campus is completed and 
the cornerstone laid by first lady 
Suzanne Mubarak (’77, ’82)

2004 AUC signs a construction 
contract for the New Cairo Campus 
and building begins (pp256–61)

2006 John D Gerhart Center for 
Philanthropy and Civic Engagement 
founded (pp303–05)

2007 The library is the first building 
to be completed on the new 
campus. AUC Press publishes its 
thousandth book

2008 7 September, the first day of 
classes is held on the New Cairo 
Campus

2009 Egypt’s first lady Suzanne 
Mubarak (’77, ’82) inaugurates the 
New Cairo Campus

2010 Launch of the School of 
Business, School of Global Affairs 
and Public Policy (pp249–51)

2011 Demonstrations on Tahrir 
Square close the Downtown 
campus (pp64–77) 

2012 The graduation of the first 
class to study entirely on the New 
Cairo Campus. A student strike 
closes campus (pp114–16)

2013 D-Kimia, Egypt’s first 
university spinoff, markets affordable 
hepatitis C tests (pp88–91)

2015 AUC partners with Magdi 
Yacoub Foundation on cardiac 
research (p221)

2018 AUC establishes the Tahrir 
Cultural Center in AUC Tahrir 
(p296–99)

2019 Celebrations begin marking 
one hundred years of AUC

1992 The Rare Books and Special 
Collections Library opens in a villa 
Downtown (pp198–201)

1993 All academic departments are 
reorganized as units of one of three 
schools: the School of Business, 
Economics and, Communication; 
the School of Humanities and 
Social Sciences; and the School of 
Sciences and Engineering. Noam 
Chomsky speaks at AUC (p220)

1994 AUC celebrates its 75th 
anniversary with Suzanne Mubarak, 
United States vice-president Al Gore, 
the Grand Mufti, Pope Shenouda, 
and foreign minister Amr Moussa

1995 Professor of Egyptology Kent 
Weeks announces the rediscovery 
of tomb KV5 in Valley of the Kings 
(pp243–45)

1996 AUC’s Century Committee 
recommends that the university 
needs a new campus to secure 
its future (pp252–53). AUC Press 
announces the Naguib Mahfouz 
Medal for Literature 

1997 AUC purchases 100 hectares 
in New Cairo for a new campus

1999 United States first lady Hillary 
Clinton speaks at Ewart Hall (p218). 
AUC alumna Rania al-Abdallah 
(’91) becomes queen of Jordan

the 1990s the 2000s the 2010s

A new intake on the New Cairo Campus

DonalD mcDonalD
1990–97

 See page 244

lIsa anDerson 
2011–15

 See page 67

FranCIs rICCIarDone
2016–Present
 See page 294

JoHn gerHart 
1998–2003

 See page 304

DavID arnolD
2003–10

 See page 259

The 2012 shut-out by protesting students
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