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Bayana: The Sources 

of Mughal Architecture

Mehrdad Shokoohy and Natalie H. 

Shokoohy. Edinburgh UP, 2020.

A veritable textbook on Mughal archi-

tecture from the namesake region 

in Rajasthan, India, Bayana offers 

detailed maps and diagrams of Baya-

na’s important historical landmarks, 

some of which survive today. The 

authors delve into the multilayered 

history of Northern India, from the 

Vedic civilizations (1500–500 BCE) to 

the epic battles of medieval Islamic 

history that have defined Rajasthan. 

While modern-day Bayana is pre-

dominantly Hindu, this work reflects 

on the region’s strong connection 

with Islam. Bayana reminds us 

Southwest Asia is an amalgamation 

of religions, ethnicities, and political 

systems. The Shokoohys leave no 

stone unturned as they analyze the 

socioeconomic, political, spiritual 

and historical contexts for each 

aspect of Mughal architecture. While 

not light reading, it makes for a fas-

cinating read for anyone interested 

in becoming more informed about 

Mughal architecture or culture.

— M A RIN A A L I

From Berber State to 

Moroccan Empire: The Glory 

of Fez Under the Marinids

Maya Shatzmiller. 

Markus Wiener Publishers, 2017.

A trio of powerful Berber dynasties 

arose in medieval Morocco, beginning 

with the Almoravids (1040 to 1147 CE) 

and then the Almohads (1145 to 1248). 

The formidable third of these, and the 

focus of this study, the Marinids (1250 

to 1465), established Fez as their 

capital and initiated a flourishing for 

the city under the Marinid Sultanate. 

Shatzmiller, a professor of history 

at the University of Western Ontario, 

divides the work into three parts: 

the Berbers’ search for their role in 

Islamic history; the establishment of 

an Islamic state; and the implemen-

tation of Islamic institutions such as 

madrasahs. Updated from a 2000 

edition, the book adds a new introduc-

tion as well as a concluding chapter 

on trade in the Mediterranean world. 

With much of the scholarly writing 

on the medieval Maghrib in Arabic or 

French, this volume will be of par-

ticular interest to English-speaking 

students of North African history. 

—JEFF KO EHL ER

Intersections: Art and 

Islamic Cosmopolitanism

Melia Belli Bose, ed. 

University of Florida Press, 2021.

This richly illustrated book celebrates 

a reflection of Islam’s inherent cosmo-

politanism, characterized by diversity 

and the exchange of ideas. Each of the 

10 scholarly essays in this oversized 

volume—stemming from a May 2018 

symposium sponsored in part by 

the University of Texas at Dallas and 

the Dallas Museum of Art—highlight 

examples of artistic “intersections” 

between the West and the Islamic 

world across centuries. The striking 

similarity of two 12th-century gilded-

silver bowls, one Byzantine, the other 

Seljuq, demonstrates “both shared 

and differentiated identities” of their 

courtly origins. Lavishly decorated 

17th-century Syrian ‘ajami rooms, 

awash in murals and wooden inlays, 

“incorporated and reinterpreted 

European elements and motifs” while 

inspiring later Orientalist architecture 

like as 19th-century American artist 

Frederick Church’s Hudson Valley 

mansion Olana. An engaging book for 

fans of history, especially art history.

—T O M V ERD E

REVIEWS 

Without endorsing 

the views of 

authors, the editors 

encourage reading 

as a path to greater 

understanding.

A Recipe for Daphne: A Novel 

Nektaria Anastasiadou. Hoopoe, 2021.

A charming multiperspective, modern-day romance novel, this book centers on the Rum (Greek Orthodox Christian) 

community in Istanbul, Turkey. While Daphne, a 32-year-old teacher interested in applying for a Ph.D. in oral history, has 

lived her entire life in Miami, Florida, her visit back to her parent’s homeland teaches her new ways to live. With her mother 

being Rum and her father being of Ottoman decent, Daphne searches for her identity within the crossroads of Turkish 

cultures. Once she arrives in the city, however, she finds herself at another crossroads—between two men: Fanis, a lively 

76-year-old, and Kosmos, a pastry chef at the renowned pâtisserie the Lily. To gain Daphne’s attention, Kosmos searches 

for the recipe to make balkanik, a Rum pastry originating from the 16th century. Centering on romance and family, this 

novel is a quick read for romance lovers interested in learning about Rum culture. — H A NN A H S T ERENB ER G

“The night before Daphne left for Instanbul, 
Sultana Badem warned her daughter that she 
must not under any circumstances fall in love 
with a man in the Poli, which is the only word 

Istanbul Rums use for their homeland: the City.” 
—Excerpt from A Recipe for Daphne: A Novel, by Nektaria Anastasiadou
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